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Abstract

This research examines the interconnection between the fundamental pillars of Imam Muhammad al-
Ghazali's thought across the three dimensions of theology, cosmology, and anthropology, aiming to
elucidate how he reconciles the negation of causality in nature with the affirmation of a form of necessity
within the structure of the human soul. In his cosmology, to preserve the concept of absolute Divine
Omnipotence, al-Ghazali denies a necessary causal link between material phenomena, characterizing it
instead as "Divine Habit" (adat allahiyyah). Conversely, in the realm of anthropology, to establish a
coherent ethical system, he asserts the necessity of a causal hierarchy among the faculties of the soul and
human intentions.

Within this intellectual framework, the process of thought (khatir), inclination (raghbah), and will (iradah)
constitutes a systematic chain in which "knowledge" (ma'rifah), as the primary catalyst, shapes human
ontological and identity shifts. This continuity culminates in his theology, as proximity to God is attainable
only through the rectification of this internal system and the purification of the heart. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, this study demonstrates that al-Ghazali shifts the locus of causality from the
physical world to the psychological realm to ensure that the path toward spiritual perfection remains
governed by a structured order. Ultimately, the denial of external causality—intended to safeguard Divine
Unity of Action (Tawhid al-Af al)—does not contradict the affirmation of internal necessity for attaining
divine gnosis; rather, this demarcation of realms prevents conceptual contradiction within his thought.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

The issue of causality and its relationship with the Divine Will is one of the most fundamental and
challenging debates in the history of Islamic theology and philosophy. In addressing this, Imam
Muhammad al-Ghazali proposed the theory of "Divine Habit" (‘adat allahiyyah) or the "negation of
causal necessity," denying the necessary connection between cause and effect in nature to affirm God's
absolute omnipotence and reduce the independent effectiveness of material objects. However, this
cosmological stance raises a critical question in the realm of anthropology: if no necessity exists in
nature and every event is merely a result of Divine Habit and the direct will of God, what becomes of
moral responsibility, religious obligations, and the processes of spiritual purification? In other words,
there appears to be a contradiction between al-Ghazali's denial of causality in nature and his acceptance
of a causal order in human behavior. While he strips objects of their causal power in the external world,
he accepts a meaningful continuity between desire, intention, will, and action in the internal world of
humans. The primary problem of this research is to analyze this apparent paradox and explain how al-
Ghazali reconciles "Divine Unity of Action" (in the external world) with "psychological necessity" (in
the inner world) within a single integrated system, ensuring that while Divine Omnipotence is preserved,
Divine Justice in reward and punishment is also realized.

Methodology
To address this problem, the present study employs a descriptive-analytical method. First, key concepts
such as "Causality," "Habit," and " divine habit" were identified and defined through the authentic texts
of al-Ghazali, while also considering the perspectives of other Muslim philosophers, including Avicenna
and MullaSadra. Then, by analyzing the content of al-Ghazali's pivotal works, such as The Incoherence
of the Philosophers, The Revival of the Religious Sciences, and The Alchemy of Happiness, the author's
views across three distinct yet interconnected dimensions—theology, cosmology, and anthropology—
were extracted. Finally, used to link these three dimensions, demonstrating how the demarcation of these
realms prevents conceptual contradiction and leads to the formulation of a systematic "psychological
causality" as opposed to the negation of "natural causality."

Discussion
This research analyzes al-Ghazali's intellectual framework across three interconnected dimensions:

First, in the "Cosmological" dimension, al-Ghazali's primary goal is to safeguard absolute Divine
Omnipotence. In opposition to the Peripatetics, he argues that the observed succession of two
phenomena (such as fire and burning) does not prove an inherent or necessary causal link. He
characterizes this connection as "Divine Habit," meaning that God, according to His wisdom,
consistently arranges phenomena to occur together, yet He can change this order at any moment by His
will (as seen in miracles). In this realm, causality as an independent power of created things is denied to
realize the "Unity of Divine Action" (Tawhid al-Af"al), where the only true Agent is God. Consequently,
the universe is seen not as an independent system, but as a theater for the continuous manifestation of
the Divine Will.

Second, in the "Anthropological" dimension, al-Ghazali accepts a form of "Psychological Causality"
to establish a coherent system of ethics and responsibility. He posits that human actions are not random
but emerge from a systematic chain: starting from "Thought" (khatir), which triggers "Inclination" and
"Desire," which in turn activates the "Will," leading finally to the "Action." In this framework,
"Knowledge" (ma'rifah) serves as the primary catalyst for shifts in human identity. For example, in his
metaphor of polishing the mirror of the heart, he admits that the moderation of external limbs (cause)
leads to the moderation of the heart's state (effect). He emphasizes that if the relationship between
external action and internal quality were merely a probabilistic habit, the entire structure of spiritual
discipline (riyadah) would collapse. Thus, he accepts an evolutionary necessity that makes the path of
spiritual perfection rule-based.

Third, in the "Theological" dimension, these two perspectives converge in absolute Monotheism. Al-
Ghazali regards God as the "Causer of Causes" (Musabbib al-Asbab) and denies any independent agency
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for other than God. To resolve the tension between Divine Agency and human responsibility, he employs
the theory of "Acquisition" (kasb). According to this theory, the "creation" of the act belongs exclusively
to Divine power, but the "acquisition" (the synchronization of the human's created will and power with
the Divine creation at the moment of the act) belongs to the servant. In this sense, the human is neither
an independent creator nor a helpless automaton, but an "acquirer." This ensures that human will does
not compete with the Divine Will but operates in alignment with it.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that al-Ghazali neither denies the order of the universe nor human
responsibility; rather, he shifts the locus of causality from the "physical world" to the "psychological
world." The denial of external causality to safeguard Divine Unity does not contradict the affirmation
of internal necessity for achieving divine gnosis; instead, each serves a specific function in its respective
realm. By distinguishing between the "Station of Creation" (reserved for God) and the "Station of
Management and Acquisition" (where humans act), al-Ghazali successfully reconciles God's absolute
power with Divine Justice. The final conclusion is that the path to causality in al-Ghazali's thought is a
structured and rule-based process rooted in a rational-psychological framework, where every thought is
a seed that systematically produces the fruit of behavior and destiny, ultimately leading the human soul
to a state of absolute trust (Tawakkul) in the Causer of Causes.
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