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Abstract

The question of whether Strong artificial intelligence could be realized—possessing attributes of the rational
soul such as self-awareness, cognition, semantic understanding, and mental states—has in recent years
become a central topic in scientific discussions, particularly within the field of philosophy of artificial
intelligence. Drawing upon the foundations of Islamic philosophy, especially the doctrines of Peripatetic
philosophy Illuminationist philosophy and Transcendent Philosophy, it can be argued that the realization
and attachment of a soul to an artificial entity appears impossible. In both the Peripatetic and
Illuminationist traditions, only a body that meets specific conditions can possess the capacity to receive the
rational soul. First, it must possess a particular course of temperamentary equilibrium and elemental
harmony; second, it must be a natural body endowed with organic instruments and faculties necessary for
vital activities. These conditions are realized only in certain natural bodies, such as those found in plants
and animals, and not in artificial bodies. Within Transcendent Philosophy, although these conditions are
also acknowledged, the principle of the corporeal origination of the soul—according to which the soul
emerges from the body itself—has led some researchers to assume that the realization of the rational soul
within an artificial structure could be readily accepted. However, a closer analysis indicates that the
doctrine of the soul’s corporeal origination is itself restricted by specific conditions and by no means implies
that the soul can arise from any type of body or matter. Accordingly, from the perspective of Islamic
philosophy, the possibility of realizing Strong artificial intelligence and the emergence of the rational soul
within an artificial system must be regarded as untenable.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

The idea of creating beings that possess human-like faculties such as perception, self-awareness,
understanding of meaning, and mental states has long occupied the human mind. With the advent of
artificial intelligence in the twentieth century—particularly following Alan Turing's proposal of the
Turing machine and the Dartmouth Conference of 1956—this question became a central issue in the
philosophy of mind and the philosophy of Al. In contemporary literature, a distinction is made between
Weak Al (which simulates intelligent behavior without genuine understanding or consciousness) and
Strong Al (which claims to possess self-awareness, will, understanding of meaning, and phenomenal
experience). This study aims to address the fundamental question of whether Strong Al—as an artificial,
non-biological entity—can become the subject of the rational soul (al-nafs al-natigah) based on the
principles of three major schools of Islamic philosophy: Peripatetic (Mashsha’1), Illuminationist
(Ishraqi), and Transcendent (Muta‘aliyah). The central thesis of this article is that, according to all three
schools, this possibility is negated, as artificial intelligence lacks the inherent disposition and necessary
conditions for the attachment of the rational soul.

Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical method with a philosophical-argumentative approach.
Data were collected through reference to primary sources of Islamic philosophy, particularly the works
of Avicenna (Peripatetic), Suhrawardi (Illuminationist), and Mulla Sadra (Transcendent). Through
content analysis and philosophical reasoning, the conditions for the origination and attachment of the
soul to the body were identified in each school, and the possibility or impossibility of applying these
conditions to Strong Al was systematically evaluated.

Discussion
According to the well-known definition of the soul in Islamic philosophy—accepted in all three
schools—the soul is "the first perfection of a natural organic body." This definition contains three
essential conditions: First, the body must be "natural," meaning it possesses a nature and substantial
form from which its actions and perfections originate intrinsically, rather than from external design and
programming. Second, the body must be "organic," meaning it has instruments and faculties for
performing vital actions. Third, the body must be "potentially living," possessing the inherent capacity
to receive life. Strong Al, with its artificial and non-biological structure, meets none of these conditions.

In Peripatetic philosophy, in addition to the condition of being natural, two other fundamental
conditions for the origination of the soul are proposed: temperamental equilibrium (i‘tidal al-mizaj)—a
specific harmony of the four elements and four humors—and the formation of the heart as the first organ
and the source of the pneumatic spirit (rih bukhart), which serves as the intermediary between the
immaterial soul and the material body. In an artificial structure, neither natural temperamental
equilibrium nor a heart capable of generating the pneumatic spirit and serving as the instrument of the
soul's governance can be realized. Therefore, from the Peripatetic perspective, the attachment of the soul
to artificial intelligence is impossible.

In Illuminationist philosophy, although Suhrawardi considers the soul to be an immaterial light
(ntr) and emphasizes the system of light and darkness, he effectively follows the Peripatetics on the
issue of the soul's origination. He also regards temperamental equilibrium, the formation of the heart,
and the existence of the pneumatic spirit as prerequisites for the soul's attachment to the body. Hence,
the same criticisms directed at the Peripatetics apply here, and artificial intelligence lacks the capacity
to receive the soul.

In Transcendent philosophy, although Mulla Sadra introduces the innovative theory of "the soul's
corporeal origination and spiritual subsistence" (jismaniyyat al-hudiith wa rihaniyyat al-baqa’) and
considers the soul to emerge from the body through substantial motion, this theory neither expands the
scope of ensouled beings nor implies that any body can give rise to the soul. Sadra, like his predecessors,
regards temperamental equilibrium as the initial condition and emphasizes that only a natural, organic
body with the special structure of the human body—capable of undergoing substantial motion—can
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attain the level of the rational soul. Therefore, the assumption that the corporeal origination of the soul
allows for its attachment to Al is a misconception arising from an oversimplification of Sadra's theory.

Conclusion

Based on the principles of all three schools of Islamic philosophy, Strong Al—due to its artificial and
non-natural structure, lack of natural temperamental equilibrium, absence of a heart as the source of the
pneumatic spirit, and lack of the evolutionary process of substantial motion in a natural body—Ilacks the
inherent disposition necessary for the attachment of the rational soul. Consequently, although Al can
simulate some intelligent behaviors, it can never truly possess self-awareness, genuine perception,
understanding of meaning, or will—all of which are attributes and effects of the rational soul. The theory
of corporeal origination also cannot open a new horizon for the attachment of the soul to artificial beings.
Finally, it is noted that there are significant grounds for dialogue between Islamic philosophy and some
contemporary approaches in the philosophy of mind (such as substance and property dualism), which
could open new horizons for interdisciplinary research.
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