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Abstract

Abdullah ibn al-Mugqaffa is one of the first Muslim thinkers to have worked in the compilation and
translation of works related to practical wisdom. Practical wisdom in Ibn al-Muqaffa's intellectual system
means the phronesis or products of practical reason in the field of applying the general rules of voluntary
action to its particular instances. The main lines of Ibn al-Muqaffa's thought in this area are: attention to
the educational aspect of wisdom, emphasis on the position of reason, attention to religion and its unique
role in individual and social happiness, special attention to civil politics, individual and social ethics. These
general lines of thought can be seen prominently in Ibn al-Muqaffa's translation of Kalila and Dimna. In
the following work, the essence of practical wisdom from Ibn al-Mugqaffa's point of view is explained in a
descriptive manner, and then the general lines of Ibn al-Mugqaffa's thought in the field of practical wisdom
are categorized, and finally, these general lines are applied to the main stories of Kalila and Dimna.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

“Practical wisdom” in its terminological sense is sometimes used to mean the products of theoretical
reason in the realm of general rules governing voluntary human action, and sometimes to mean
"phronesis" or the products of practical reason in the realm of applying general rules of voluntary action
to their specific instances. Practical wisdom in the first sense is a universal, demonstrative science; but
in the second sense, it pertains to the function of practical reason—that is, the transformation of a
universal rational rule based on existing conditions into a specific, externally realizable science.
Therefore, practical wisdom in this sense encompasses both universal and particular matters and, in
addition to demonstration, is also based on experience.

It must be noted that “phronesis" does not pertain to every action; rather, its object is voluntary action
which counts as a virtue of practical reason. Therefore, it does not include voluntary acts that are not
virtuous or are performed under compulsion or legal coercion. Considering the above, the important
elements in "phronesis" are: the human rational faculty which, by applying universal rules and adapting
them to specific instances, guides human conduct toward virtues and perfections. Thus, the requirements
and consequences of cleverness or "phronesis" are: universal and particular knowledge, deliberation and
reflection on the end (moral virtue), rational assessment and choice, and finally, virtuous voluntary
action. Paying attention to this point shows that the knowledge of politics and ethics is different from
the practice of ethics and politics. The first two domains pertain to wisdom (Sophia), and the latter
domains pertain to cleverness (Phronesis).

Today, practical wisdom, whether as a theoretical science or as the practice of statesmanship,
receives little attention from experts in Iran, and among those who pay attention to this field, the name
of Al-Farabi is heard more than others. However, before Al-Farabi, other thinkers played a role in
preserving, transmitting, and developing this noble heritage. Among these scholars is Ibn al-Mugaffa'.
If we consider Ibn al-Mugqaffa' the first thinker in this domain from whom outstanding works on ethics
and politics remain, we would not be exaggerating.

Methodology
In the present study, using a descriptive-analytical method with an interdisciplinary approach that
combines literature, philosophy, and politics, first the nature of practical wisdom according to Ibn al-
Mugaffa' is explained. Subsequently, by referring to his works in this domain, the general outlines of
his philosophical thought are drawn, and finally, the reflection of these outlines in "Kalila wa Dimna"
is examined.

Discussion

Referring to Ibn al-Mugaffa's works shows that he had in mind the second meaning of practical wisdom,
namely "phronesis". The majority of Ibn al-Mugqaffa's works pertain to the domain of practical wisdom.
Some of these works are translations of ancient texts, some are compilations of instructive and wise
points, and others are his own compositions. The most important works of Ibn al-Mugqaffa in the domain
of practical wisdom are: “Kalila wa Dimna”, “al-Adab al-Kabir”, “al-Adab al-Saghir”, “Risalat al-
Sahaba”, “al-Durra al-Yatima wa al-Jawhara al-Thamina fi al-Adab”, “al-Yatima fi al-Rasa'il”, and
“Kitab al-Adab”. It is essential to note that the apparatus of the Islamic Caliphate in its early formative
centuries lacked the necessary tools for bureaucracy and statecraft; therefore, Eastern and Western works
in needed fields were translated into Arabic. Due to his familiarity with the cultures and languages of
these nations, Ibn al-Mugqaffa' was one of the prominent figures in this arena. He is primarily known as
the translator of important works from Indian, Middle Persian (Pahlavi), and Greek languages into
Arabic. His translation of “Kalila wa Dimna” from Pahlavi into Arabic is his most significant work in
this regard.

By examining Ibn al-Mugqaffa's original works, namely al-Adab al-Kabir, al-Adab al-Saghir, Risalat
al-Sahaba, al-Durra al-Yatima, and Kitab al-Adab, the general outlines of his political thought were
categorized into five axes:

1. Attention to the works of predecessors and the educational aspect of wisdom;

2. Emphasis on the status of reason (theoretical and practical);
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3. Attention to religion and its role in individual and social happiness;

4. Attention to individual and social ethics (including general etiquette, companionship with friends,
and confrontation with enemies);

5. Special attention to civil politics (including advice to rulers, court etiquette, agency, and
management of community affairs).

The aforementioned general outlines are clearly applicable to the 13 main chapters of Kalila wa
Dimna:

1. The Lion and the Ox: Condemnation of worldly greed, misplaced trust, characteristics of the wise
(preferring eternal pleasure over transient worldly pleasure), and mutual rights of king and subjects,
including the six afflictions of sovereignty.

2. The Ringed Dove: Emphasis on cooperation, solidarity, loyalty to friends in hardship, and wise
and benevolent leadership.

3. The Owl and the Crow: Benefits of consulting the wise, the danger of being deceived by an enemy's
hypocrisy, and the necessity of caution and mistrust toward the enemy.

4. The Monkey and the Turtle: Warning against foolishness and neglect that cause the loss of
achievements, and good conduct with friends.

5. The Ascetic and the Weasel: Condemnation of haste in decision-making and its unfortunate
consequences.

6. The Cat and the Rat: Temporary alliance with an enemy to escape greater dangers, lack of trust in
an enemy's promises, and recognition of different types of friends.

7. The King and the Bird: Dangers of proximity to kings/rulers and the necessity of vigilance against
an enemy's deceit.

8. The Lion and the Jackal: Court intrigues, the qualities of a just king, patience in anger, and the
danger of slander.

9. The Archer and the Lioness: The ultimate fate of wrongdoing, awakening from negligence, self-
reproach, and not grieving over the loss of worldly things.

10. The Ascetic and the Guest: Acting according to one's talents, the value of companionship with
the wise, and criteria for choosing friends.

11. The King and the Brahmans: The superiority of forbearance and patience over other kingly
virtues.

12. The Traveler and the Goldsmith: Good is never wasted, and evil does not remain unpunished.

Conclusion
A review of the chapters of Kalila wa Dimna clearly shows that this book is not merely an allegorical
literary work, but rather an educational-philosophical text designed to indirectly convey complex
philosophical, ethical, and political concepts. Each of the thirteen chapters of this book reflects one or
more of the five principles mentioned above.
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12. Making/Poigsis.
13. Action/Praxis.
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