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Abstract

Divine foreknowledge is one of the most significant and complex issues in theology. How did God, the
Exalted, have knowledge of things prior to creation? Did He possess knowledge through imprinted forms
(suwar murtasimah), or through acquired knowledge (‘ilm husili), or through presentational knowledge
(‘ilm hudiirt)? Or, as some believe, should such knowledge be denied altogether? Nasir al-Din al-Tiist
critiques the Peripatetic view on divine foreknowledge on five key points. On the other hand, Mulla Sadra,
though disagreeing with the Peripatetic position and offering his own theory on the matter, has responded
to all of Tusr’s objections. Using an analytical-logical method, this study re-examines and evaluates all five
of TusI’s critiques in terms of their foundational and structural aspects. The main objective of this paper is
to analyze TusT’s criticisms of Avicenna’s theory of divine foreknowledge. It will further be shown that
Mulla Sadra’s theory of divine foreknowledge — known as “detailed knowledge within the very mode of
indistinct comprehension” (al-‘ilm al-ijmali fi ‘ayn al-kashf al-tafsili) — is, in its foundations, partially
adopted from certain principles upheld by Tus1.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

Divine foreknowledge is one of the most important and complex issues in theology. How did God, the
Exalted, have knowledge of things prior to their creation? Did He possess this knowledge through
imprinted forms (suwar murtasimah)? Was it acquired knowledge (‘ilm husili) or knowledge by
presence (‘ilm hudiir?)? Or, as some believe, should such knowledge be denied altogether? Nastr al-Din
al-TusT critically examines the Peripatetic view on divine foreknowledge on five fronts. On the other
hand, Mulla Sadra, who disagrees with the Peripatetic position and offers his own theory on the matter,
responds to all of TusT’s objections. The primary aim of this article is to analyze and evaluate TaisT’s
critiques of Avicenna’s theory of divine foreknowledge. Specifically, this study seeks to address: What
formulation of divine foreknowledge did Avicenna propose? Why did TusT raise several objections to
this formulation? And, although Mulla Sadra rejected Avicenna’s theory and offered an alternative, why
did he nonetheless respond — with particular care — to all of TtisT’s objections?

Methodology

This research adopts a logical-analytical method to re-examine and assess, on both foundational and

structural grounds, all five of Tiis1’s criticisms.

Discussion

In the author’s view, Mulla Sadra, in formulating his own theory, was influenced by the principles of
both Avicenna and Tiist. His resistance to Tus1’s objections stems from his agreement with certain parts
of Avicenna’s theory, albeit with a different analysis and formulation, leading to his doctrine of
“indeterminate knowledge together with detailed disclosure” (al-‘ilm al-ijmali fT ‘ayn al-kashf al-tafsilt).
According to the Peripatetic philosophers, God, the Exalted, knows things other than Himself through
imprinted forms. On this basis, the Necessary Being has self-knowledge; and since He is also the cause
of other things, by the rule that knowledge of the cause entails knowledge of the effect, God — in the
very act of knowing His essence — knows His effects as well. The effects have not yet been created;
hence the forms of these effects are present for the Necessary Being. In other words, these noetic forms
emanate from God’s knowledge of His own essence. Afterwards, the objects of those forms — the things
known and judged — come into existence externally, so God knows those referents and external existents
through those imprinted forms.

A thorough investigation of Avicenna’s works reveals that he endeavored to formulate divine
foreknowledge in such a way that, first, it does not depend upon the extra-mental existence of things,
and second, it does not introduce multiplicity into the divine essence. Sometimes he speaks of simple
and indeterminate knowledge (‘ilm basit wa ijmali), and at other times he approaches Sadra’s notion of
indeterminate knowledge together with detailed disclosure. However, what Avicenna means by “simple
knowledge” is that knowledge is one while its objects are many. In other words, the Necessary Being,
precisely insofar as He knows Himself, also knows, in that very respect, His primordiality
(mubda‘iyyah) with respect to things, and this knowledge itself brings things into existence.

In Avicenna’s reading of divine foreknowledge, imprinted forms are among the necessary
concomitants (lawazim) of the Necessary Being’s essence; they are realized by virtue of His existence
without introducing multiplicity into the essence. Avicenna’s statement here admits of two
interpretations:

1. If he presents detailed knowledge of things as a necessary concomitant of the essence, then the
knowledge of things has an essential posteriority (ta’akhkhur dhatt) — the posteriority of a concomitant
to that of which it is concomitant.

2. If, on the other hand, he holds that detailed knowledge of things is identical with the essence, then
one must judge that it is not posterior to the essence at all.

Conclusion
In his formulation of divine foreknowledge, TusT held that all things are present and available to God
because He is their cause and creator. Thus, knowledge of existing things is attributed to the Necessary
Being, from whose essence alone things originate, and who is their sole creative cause. Mulla Sadra, in
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his own formulation and explanation of “indeterminate knowledge together with detailed disclosure,”
drew upon TisT’s principles but employed them in a different structure and framework. This very
difference has caused his view to be regarded as a new theory. In Sadra’s view, the essence of the
Necessary Being is the locus of manifestation (mazhar) of the Divine Names and Attributes, and the
mirror (ayinah) of the forms of contingent beings. In other words, the essence of the Necessary Being is
not only the manifestation of the Names and Attributes but, beyond that, a mirror for all the forms of
contingent beings. Using the metaphor of the mirror, Sadra seeks to explain that the Necessary Being
knows the forms of contingent beings — indeed, the contingent beings themselves — before they are
created.

- All things, just as they are realized at the lower level of existence, also exist at the higher level.
That is, the Necessary Being, as a necessary concomitant of His essence, possesses knowledge of things
—a knowledge that constitutes their noetic existence. This means that the realities of the existents in this
world, including the human being, exist in higher realms. The human being has certain characteristics
in this world, but all those characteristics — including will (iradah) — have their own reality (thubtt) and
existence in the higher stations of the “real as it is in itself” (nafs al-amr).
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