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Abstract

The theory of the simplicity of God is one of the most important philosophical theories about the nature of
God, which has been controversial even in the contemporary era. Brian Lefto is one of the defenders of this
theory in contemporary analytical philosophy of religion who has tried to defend the theory of the simplicity
of God and respond to the criticisms of philosophers such as Alvin Plantinga. In this article, it is first shown
that Lefto, with the help of 1) the assumption of God's finality, 2) God's absolute creativity, 3) God's
perfection and independence, and 4) mystical experiences, has proven that God is not composed of material
parts; that God is not composed of essence and existence; that God's essence is not composed of attributes,
and that God's attributes are not distinguished from each other; Then, relying on some of Mulla Sadra's
arguments, such as the priority of the nessessary existance over everything, the possibility or necessity of
the parts, the contradiction of the necessity of the essence, and the combination of existence and non-
existence, it has been shown that although both are defenders of the theory of the simplicity of God, But
first, they have two separate conceptions of God. Second, they have presented different arguments in defense
of God's simplicity. Third, they have used them to deny different combinations of God. Fourth, although
Leftou has accepted some types of combinations, such as directional combinations, and as a result, some
possible attributes in God, it seems that by relying on Mulla Sadra's arguments, it is possible to respond to
Leftou by separating the attributes of action and essence and defend the necessity of all of God's attributes.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

The theory of the simplicity of God is one of the most fundamental theological and philosophical
teachings in Christian and Islamic traditions, according to which any combination in God is negated.
Accepting or denying this theory has wide-ranging consequences regarding the attributes of God, the
relationship between the essence and attributes, the necessity and possibility of God's attributes, and
even the type of conception of God. In contemporary analytical philosophy of religion, however,
philosophers such as Alvin Plantinga have seriously criticized the theory of the simplicity of God.
However, philosophers such as Brian Lefto have supported it. In Islamic philosophy, Mulla Sadra has
also defended the simplicity of God, relying on his own principles such as the originality of existence,
doubt of existence, and the rule "the essential existence of the self is essential from all sides". In this
article, first, Brian Lefto's arguments in defense of the simplicity of God are explained, then, relying on
Mulla Sadra's philosophical views, the aspects of their differences and similarities are stated, and finally,
an evaluation is made.

Methodology
In this article, a detailed report of Lefto and Mulla Sadra's views is presented by referring to the original
sources, and then it is evaluated with a critical analytical method.

Discussion

With the help of 1) the assumption of God's finality in the series of explanations, 2) God's absolute
creativity, 3) God's perfection and independence, and 4) mystical experiences, Lefto has proven the non-
composition of God from material parts; the non-composition of God from essence and existence; the
non-composition of God's essence from attributes, and the non-distinction of God's attributes from each
other, and has shown that if God were dependent on parts or attributes distinct from His essence, He
would no longer be a final and independent reality. On the other hand, although he defends the
objectivity or the identity of God's essence and essential attributes. However, he accepts a kind of
"directional combination" in God and believes that some of God's attributes, such as knowledge of the
possible world, can be possible, because their properties are possible or possible. However, Mulla Sadra,
by denying all kinds of combinations such as the combination of matter and form, genus and division,
existence and essence, and especially the combination of existence and non-existence, defends the
necessity of all God's attributes. For example, in his argument for denying the combination of God with
existence and non-existence, he believes that the Necessary Being is an absolute and unlimited existence,
and any lack of perfection requires a combination of consciousness and absence, and as a result,
possibility and need. Therefore, according to Mulla Sadra, the Necessary Being not only lacks a part,
but also has no possibility in Him. It seems that relying on Mulla Sadra's arguments, one should defend
the necessity of all the attributes of God, but by separating the attributes of act and essence, he has
opened the way to accepting the possible attributes of God as an act.

In this article, relying on some of Mulla Sadra's arguments, such as the priority of the Necessary over
everything, the possibility or necessity of the parts, and the contradiction of necessity by essence, and
the combination of existence and non-existence, it has been shown that first, Mulla Sadra and Lefto have
presented different arguments in defense of the simplicity of God; second, with the help of their
arguments, they have denied different combinations of God; third, they have two separate conceptions
of God, namely the theistic and panentheistic conceptions of God. Therefore, by comparing the views
of Lefto and Mulla Sadra, it can be shown that their difference is not only in arguments, but also in the
type of their conception of God. Lefto, influenced by Christian theology, defends the simplicity of God
by accepting the theistic conception or classical theism. But Mulla Sadra, by accepting the panentheistic
conception or all-in-theism, defends the simplicity of God and considers His creatures as His attributes
and manifestations.

Conclusion
Although Leftou and Mulla Sadra are defenders of the theory of the simplicity of God, firstly Leftou's



An Evaluation of Brian Leftow’s Arguments ... 23

conception of God is theistic and Mulla Sadra's conception is panentheistic. Secondly Mulla Sadra tries
to prove the simplicity of God with the help of philosophical assumptions such as the originality of
existence, but Leftou's arguments are based on the theistic conception of God as an accepted assumption
of traditional Christian theology. Thirdly Leftou considers the essential core of the theory of the
simplicity of God to be the objectivity of the essence and attributes and defends the theory of the
simplicity of God by proving it. Therefore, he does not consider the acceptance of some types of
combinations in God, such as directional combinations, to be incompatible with His simplicity.
However, Mulla Sadra separates the objectivity of the essence and attributes of God from His simplicity
and not only does not accept any type of combination such as directional combinations in God, but also,
relying on the rule "It is necessary to exist in the essence, it is necessary from all directions" has tried to
reject the existence of any possible direction in God. Fourth, in denying all kinds of combinations of
God, Mulla Sadra also denies His combination of existence and non-existence from God and has taken
many elements from the simplicity of God, such as the simplicity of the truth of all things, the infinity
of God, unity, absolute perfection, etc. However, Leftu has not paid attention to this combination. Fifth,
Leftu, in addition to considering attributes such as knowledge as possible, proves their objectivity with
the essence. However, Mulla Sadra believes that God cannot have possible attributes because possible
attributes cannot be considered the same as the essence. However, Mulla Sadra rejects the possibility of
God’s inherent attributes but accepts the possibility of God’s actual attributes.

However, Leftu and Mulla Sadra have tried to defend God’s simplicity by relying on two different
paradigms and have reached fundamental points of commonality and difference. However, it becomes
clear that despite the difference in paradigm, two perspectives can defend and judge the same issue.
Therefore, it seems that by paying renewed attention to the issue of the simplicity of God in
contemporary analytical philosophy of religion and presenting arguments for and against it on the one
hand, and defending this issue with various arguments by Muslim philosophers on the other hand,
comparing and evaluating their arguments can open the way for dialogue and exchange between the two
philosophical traditions and show that the tradition of Islamic philosophy has the ability to respond to
contemporary issues in analytical philosophy of religion, such as the simplicity of God.
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18. It may also rest on strands of mystical experience common to many traditions (leftow, 1998, p. 1).
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