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Abstract

The present study focuses on the problem of the nature of mental images and seeks to clarify the relationship
between the theory of H. H. Price and the explanations offered within Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah, particularly
in the thought of Mulla Sadra. It further evaluates the capacity of these two frameworks to interpret
parapsychological phenomena such as telepathy, hauntings (or place-possession), and psychokinesis. The
primary aim of the research is to identify points of convergence and divergence between the two approaches
and to demonstrate the possibility of their mutual complementarity within a more comprehensive
theoretical framework.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical and comparative methodology. First, the methodological and
ontological foundations of each perspective are reconstructed—namely, Price’s empiricism grounded in
parapsychological evidence, and the rational-ontological argumentation characteristic of Hikmat al-
Muta ‘aliyah. Subsequently, the principal components of their respective accounts of mental images are
comparatively analyzed, including their intermediary status between matter and immateriality, persistence
and vitality, symbolic expression, and the possibility of communication with other minds.

The findings indicate that both theories regard mental images as neither purely material nor merely
subjective, but as possessing an intermediate ontological status. However, Price tends toward attributing a
degree of relative independence to images and assigns properties such as a “telepathic character” to the
ideas themselves. In contrast, Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah grounds such properties in the existential modalities
(tasha unat) of the soul and its hierarchical levels of being. The study concludes that a rereading of Price’s
theory in light of Sadrian metaphysical principles may enhance its metaphysical coherence while preserving
its responsiveness to the empirical data emphasized by Price.
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Introduction and Problem Statement
The question of the nature of mental images constitutes one of the most fundamental issues in philosophy
of mind and epistemology. Across different philosophical traditions—both in Islamic philosophy and
modern Western thought—scholars have sought to clarify what mental images are, how they exist, how
they relate to the soul and the body, and whether they possess any form of causal efficacy beyond
subjective awareness. These questions become particularly significant when addressing so-called
parapsychological phenomena such as telepathy, clairvoyance, hauntings, and psychokinesis.

H. H. Price, working within the context of twentieth-century analytic philosophy, attempted to
construct a conceptual framework capable of rendering such phenomena intelligible. Dissatisfied with
reductive materialism and critical of classical Cartesian dualism, Price proposed a form of “triadic”
ontology consisting of spirit, mind, and body. Within this framework, mental images (or ideas) occupy
a “third realm,” neither purely physical nor merely subjective. They exhibit certain quasi-physical
properties—such as spatiality and dynamism—while retaining irreducibly mental characteristics.

In contrast, al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah, especially as articulated by Sadr al-Din Muhammad Shirazi
(Mulla Sadra), approaches the issue from a metaphysical and ontological standpoint. Here, mental
images—particularly imaginative forms—are understood as possessing imaginal or barzakhi
immateriality. They are not material entities, yet they retain some properties analogous to matter.
Crucially, however, they are not independent substances; rather, they are modes, manifestations, or
existential gradations of the soul itself.

The central problem of this study is therefore: How is the nature of mental images conceptualized in
Price’s philosophy and in al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah, and what are the points of convergence and
divergence between these two frameworks in terms of metaphysical coherence and explanatory power?
The study aims to identify their shared insights, clarify their fundamental differences, and explore the
possibility of a complementary synthesis.

Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology. First, the ontological and
epistemological foundations of each framework are reconstructed. In the case of Price, emphasis is
placed on his critique of materialism and Cartesian dualism, his triadic model of spirit-mind-body, and
his characterization of mental images as entities possessing spatiality, relative independence, dynamism,
symbolic expressiveness, and telepathic properties.

Second, the Transcendent Theosophical account is analyzed through key doctrines such as mental
existence (al-wujiid al-dhihni), the barzakht immateriality of imagination, the unity of the knower and
the known, the gradational structure of the soul, and the concept of existential manifestation (tasha’ ‘un).
Special attention is given to the ontological status of imaginal forms as neither purely material nor purely
intellectual, but as intermediate realities rooted in the soul.

Finally, a systematic comparison is conducted along several thematic axes: intermediary status,
independence versus existential dependence, life and awareness, symbolic manifestation, and the
possibility of intersubjective or transpersonal interaction. The aim is not merely to juxtapose similarities
but to assess the deeper metaphysical commitments underlying each theory.

Discussion
The analysis reveals significant parallels between the two approaches. Both reject reductive materialism
and acknowledge that mental images cannot be reduced to neural events or behavioral dispositions. Both
also attribute to mental images an intermediary status between purely physical reality and purely
intellectual abstraction. In Price’s framework, this is articulated as a “third realm,” while in al-Hikma
al-Muta‘aliyah it appears as the doctrine of barzakh immateriality.

However, a crucial divergence emerges concerning the degree of independence attributed to mental
images. Price assigns to ideas a relative autonomy. Once formed, they may persist independently of their
originator, exert telepathic influence, and even survive the death of the mind that produced them. He
attributes to them a “telepathic charge,” a tendency toward self-expression, and the capacity to manifest
symbolically or even quasi-physically.
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In contrast, al-Hikma al-Muta ‘aliyah denies any genuine ontological independence to mental images.
They are existential modes of the soul and share in its life and awareness. Any vitality, consciousness,
or efficacy they possess is not their own but is identical with the soul’s own graded existence. Thus,
phenomena such as telepathy or symbolic manifestation are ultimately explained through the soul’s
causal and existential relations, not through autonomous images.

Regarding symbolic expression, both frameworks recognize that mental images may manifest in
symbolic forms. Price interprets symbolic appearance largely in psychological terms, referring to
internal thresholds and censorship systems that transform unconscious content into symbolic imagery.
Al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah, by contrast, grounds symbolic manifestation in the ontological
correspondence among levels of reality: intelligible meanings descend into imaginal forms according to
the structural harmony between worlds.

Concerning telepathy, Price interprets it as the reproduction of an idea within another mind without
sensory mediation, emphasizing the interaction among images themselves. In al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah,
any such interaction presupposes existential relations among souls. Knowledge occurs through
ontological presence, and the soul remains the fundamental locus of awareness.

Thus, while both theories accept the dynamism and interactivity of mental forms, they diverge in
their ultimate explanatory principles: Price centers analysis on the quasi-autonomous image, whereas
al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah centers it on the unified yet graded soul.

Conclusion
This comparative study demonstrates that despite differing methodological starting points—
empirical-parapsychological in Price and metaphysical-ontological in al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah—both
frameworks converge on several substantial claims: mental images are neither purely material nor purely
abstract; they occupy an intermediate ontological status; and they play an active role in cognition and
possibly in extraordinary phenomena.

The primary divergence concerns ontological independence. Price’s theory offers considerable
flexibility in addressing specific experiential reports, particularly in parapsychological contexts.
However, this flexibility comes at the cost of multiplying ontological strata and diminishing the
centrality of the soul. Al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah, by contrast, preserves strong metaphysical coherence
by grounding all imaginal phenomena in the graded unity of the soul, though it may appear less directly
responsive to empirical detail.

A constructive synthesis may therefore be possible. By reinterpreting Price’s insights through the
ontological framework of al-Hikma al-Muta‘aliyah, one may preserve his sensitivity to experiential
phenomena while reinforcing metaphysical coherence. Such an integrative approach could provide a
more comprehensive account of the nature, dynamism, and intersubjective potential of mental images—
an account that is both philosophically rigorous and phenomenologically attentive.
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7. Idea



a Al S g Gl dandd o 28 s ge coale anday o

GByleiol ad gossdy plo 5 welyd STl SLal ylas Sleossdy o jla ke cpl aSls cwl ooy 7y (5,55 (o) KlaE g
wold ogrdo isp)ly (0D spo b Klaonyh &)l )b b wdsS o il cmlolonl -(Price, 1995, p. 63) cuul osile st
2 8, KoM ()19 (gly (b 9 S s wad BB g pomaie (554 |y laotsty 5l s ol Wlgs 4S54

D I g dus yd oS Cawl oud sdaliie b pe wlidley Cpicred g wlidlgy Clidss ) plaolis )l &loj 4o
JWsas 1l 25 cnlply 8,650 5158 0B (nl ol e Cgle ) Alg e bacudly ol ST el 035 ille s |,
(Price, 1995, p. 63) pule 65 20515 b 08 539 sl eopcnlil ol s 5bio 585 052l

ol 3 a8 oo il 1) ()l s ds b AP 5 €9 4 Gl o e (SIS () 9 (glods ol ol o
SHEIEg> &)l gl S 1355 o SSE (I b il el 00l STV G 5T 08 Mgy il Col dw )l oSl
gl oald Bl md slootsy (sl Sy (AL o 4S5 Biby

€ b €puid plon |y 2g) (55 25500 99 (el 1SS I Blo &8 )15 3525 (il slacglis (123 5 29y (e <5l ool
By g b (g p0l gy L gl (93929 s (e oS ol a5 ccalyls 1y o] sl & ol gyl o3 oS Jloyd iy o s nis
@So oMy s o (0 Bjlete meplie )bl o CElb &5 (Mg 9o (A Mgl (53929 Sl g Canl e
(Price, 1995, p. 64) 1n3 o JiSuts o511, 7g) Lol 5,00

oY g1l g o by (g0 93 40T s 3l o0 lato ) 51 ol psbar |y o & 30 e Shag (03 ¢ blis 5
ALy o o1 &5 1y 2D 5ymgn ST pgus )5 5038 j1 Sl gonle bloday ciliseo o3l &ST pgd .l 00 LS 5568
Pl par g 2> o &y yludl oBT3g3 L prdans 4 baes (02, o)l slannl s 4l ol dimd o LSS D jeo lea b laowy)
(Price, 1995, p. 63) wly (35S o1 5l 51,5 Kl o aSL 995 soi dgima ols (63,5 jie 53lo & By (403 (6138 13l 8j5>

S ol Ll 305 sy bl ke ()i sles Sl (3 93 yhe oBTags (slaJolss > &8 1S o 15T 435 1l 1y Lyl
Bl ez )3 gl 0854 35 o § (383 93 (e saSedio S po Gl s0d ;503 D o &) OB s 53 (Sl il plmosyy
4 ol xdaw jd aS K8l o 3] olaoed le ;0 #8lgyd  SLali slad ) a8 Lae s f0aS P dl Gasg o9l e o >
(Price, 1995, p. 9) wlodww, cisg

Ol Sk 45 5 lan )5 s paly Aol 3 1) (205 (o g0 ol Bl o0 @5y 9 (23 Ole y55de lagls B
leds cpl (gl (g5 i o JuSiis €laosu |y y2d Lol 6,25 Cuwl ddine a5 b po .03l o € 2B 1) 75, Lol by0e olys el
Oy b yol ol cigd 2lSSl (S ) 5 o0 48 )3 9 358 (158 (AT gy ailem oy ol Bymen 51484 oo SVl itz
sl Sl g ol (5p0l €y 5l (AT & b a3 355 At Loy )3 15 09 dalss HESLul itngd 292y 3l Lo (39,0 4128
St o900 b Inosyl y23 81imd LSS pog> o €85 dondi g gpinli] 20 008 g peite Ll (ale oy 4SSl b
.(Price, 1995, p. 65) 3,ls sl ©glés 79, saimd JSis yagn b a8
ol 055 50 (25 y90 sla Ty Y-V
0k g (@3 ylw glalawly Aliods 2D jg0 V-T-Y
St s gl il oS Csd (o3l s 2 45 claigS eyt oo sladidy o3le o] I (ela Siug 5 KsniaSom b Uiy 53,8
salio 5 0D j30 2)50 13 (ol (i Ay ) (g ol (5 oo o WS 0 45T S () g2 il 3L Bes 5 (300 oo
Price, )il Lind palas wb g SIS slauSis doly ob 45 514 (sygel |y bd s 51 45 39 e e ol pmat 3,5
oS vl WS oo (B Lo (gali (e 3 39290 lacusdly Cpgw colwd 1) (5D 150 9p0l8 (paly celulinly (1995, p. 27
sl (Price, 1995, p. 47) ool cole 93 2 sl Sius il 15y0 b ¢ S sd Byo & g ol 03 WolS 4alS gl (slinody &
Dgas oy Al jebody ol (6,58 olKiwd )0 « S50 o € ad glize Canl p3Y deso pl 585 oad

8. Spirit
9. Mind
10. Body
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