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Abstract

The position of the Perfect Man in Sayyid Haydar Amuli’s thought has predominantly been studied through
ontological lenses, while its methodological function in text comprehension remains less explored. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical approach to explain how the concept of the Perfect Man
transforms from a subject of knowledge into a condition for the possibility of understanding within Amuli’s
inward interpretation of the Quran. Findings indicate that by linking the interpreter's ontological stages
with the inward layers of revelation, Amuli perceives understanding not as a merely linguistic act, but as
an ontological event based on the correspondence between the cosmic and written realms. In this reading,
the Perfect Man, as the Speaking Quran, serves as the sole channel for transcending literal surfaces and
penetrating the text's depths. The research innovation lies in demonstrating that in Amuli’s wilayi
hermeneutics, the interpreter's role is not a transcendental position relative to the text; instead, it is a station
where the interpreter and the Quran attain unity within the oneness of the Muhammadan Reality.
Consequently, valid interpretation arises from this ontological bond and the interpreter’s reflective capacity
toward the truths hidden in the divine word, preventing stagnation at the literal level.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

In the intellectual framework of Sayyid Haydar Amuli, the Holy Quran is not merely a linguistic text;
rather, it is an ontological reality with infinite inward depths corresponding to the stages of existence.
The central problem of this research is to redefine the relationship between the interpreter and the text
in the process of Ta’wil (spiritual hermeneutics). While conventional interpretive methods revolve
around linguistic and rational arguments, Amuli elevates the concept of the Perfect Man from a subject
of study in theoretical mysticism to a fundamental condition and methodological necessity for
understanding revelation.

The primary question is: how is the validity of understanding transferred from formal linguistic rules
to the ontological presence of the interpreter? This research aims to prove that in inward interpretation
(Tafsir al-Anfusi), understanding is contingent upon an ontological conformity between the interpreter
and the text. Without the mediation of the Perfect Man—the "Speaking Quran"—authentic access to the
inward layers of the "Silent Quran" would be impossible, leaving the interpreter veiled by literal
expressions.

Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, focusing on Amuli’s primary texts, particularly
Jami’ al-Asrar and Tafsir al-Muhit al-A’zam. Data was gathered through library research and a
meticulous analysis of Amuli’s views across four dimensions: epistemology, anthropology, ontology,
and practical Quranic analysis. This approach demonstrates the role of "ontological mediation" of the
Perfect Man, explaining how a transcendent being becomes a hermeneutic key to unlocking the spiritual
treasures of divine revelation.

Discussion
The findings indicate that the hermeneutic function of the Perfect Man in Amuli’s system operates at
three interconnected levels:

First, Epistemologically, Amuli distinguishes between acquired knowledge and divinely inspired
knowledge (al-ilm al-ladunni). He considers inward understanding to be the product of divine light
within the interpreter’s heart. The heart of the Perfect Man, due to its absolute purity, is the only valid
channel for reflecting the hidden meanings of the Quran. Thus, knowledge of the inward text is an
ontological event achieved through connection to the source of Wilayah (guardianship). The interpreter
in this station finds the text within their own being rather than merely reading it.

Second, Ontologically, based on the "Correspondence of the Worlds," the Quran is the written
version and the Perfect Man is the cosmic version of the same Muhammadan Reality. Amuli believes
only a being possessing all levels of existence—from Nasut to Lahut—can read the inward depths of
revelation. This ontological comprehensiveness creates a "congeniality" between the interpreter and the
text. The Perfect Man is the key to understanding because he is the collective form of the truths deposited
within the words of revelation.

Third, Practically, examining verses such as "None shall touch it save the purified" (56:79) reveals
that Amuli views "purity" as an ontological prerequisite for understanding inward truth. He argues that
since the Quran originates from the realm of sanctity, its understanding requires the interpreter’s
purification from egoistic veils. Here, the Perfect Man acts as the objective manifestation of Ta’wil,
witnessing the verses within his own inward being. This "interpreter-based hermeneutics" validates
understanding through the interpreter’s ontological status. In the horizon of the Muhammadan Reality,
the text and interpreter reach a unity where the interpreter discovers truths hidden within the depths
instead of imposing personal opinion.

Conclusion
The study concludes that in the mystical thought of Sayyid Haydar Amuli, true understanding is not a
mere intellectual or linguistic exercise, but rather a profound intuitive event based on the essential
correspondence between the cosmic and written realms. This process of understanding transcends the
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limitations of formal logic and finds its validity in the ontological state of the interpreter. The key
findings of this research are summarized as follows:

Methodological Paradigm Shift: The research indicates a significant shift in the role of the Perfect
Man within Amuli's works. Here, the Perfect Man has evolved from being a central "subject of study"
in theoretical mysticism to becoming an essential "methodological tool" and a hermeneutic key in the
science of interpretation. This shift implies that without the conceptual and ontological presence of the
Perfect Man, the chain of Ta’wil (spiritual interpretation) would remain incomplete, and the depths of
revelation would stay inaccessible.

The Necessity of Ontological Unity: One of the most vital findings is that understanding the inward
dimensions of the Quran requires a deep-seated ontological congeniality. Since the Quran represents a
collective divine reality, only a being who has attained the station of comprehensiveness (al-Khalifat-
Allah) can penetrate its hidden layers. The Perfect Man, as the "Speaking Quran," serves as the living
embodiment of the truths that are stored within the "Silent Text" of the Quran. Therefore, the act of
understanding is the direct product of the spiritual unity and mirror-like reflection between these two
versions of a single Divine Reality.

Ontological Validation through Wilayah: Amuli establishes a clear boundary between
"interpretation by personal opinion" (Tafsir bi-al-ray) and "interpretation by truth" by anchoring the
validity of understanding in the station of Wilayah (divine guardianship). Unlike conventional
hermeneutics, where validity is measured by formal linguistic rules or logical consistency, in Amuli’s
system, the legitimacy of any interpretation is determined by the ontological alignment of the interpreter
with the source of Wilayah. This ensures that the interpretation remains a discovery of hidden truths
rather than an imposition of the ego upon the sacred text.

Ultimately, Amuli’s hermeneutics links sacred text understanding to the interpreter’s ontological
perfection. The text remains veiled until encountering an interpreter with ontological
comprehensiveness. Only through this spiritual intermediary can one transcend literal forms to reach the
ultimate realm of divine truth.
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