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Abstract

This study, adopting a philosophical-theological approach grounded in the principles of “Transcendent
Theosophy (Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliya)”, explores the phenomenon of ‘ta‘dhir’ (self-excusing) and the challenge
of truth-acceptance within the networked lifeworld. The main problem is how the multiplicity of narratives
and the dominance of intelligent algorithms, instead of strengthening collective rationality, lead to the
expansion of epistemic veils and the passivity of both theoretical and practical reason in confronting truth.
The study aims to identify the existential and epistemological roots of truth-avoidance in the context of
digital and networked societies and to propose a philosophical framework for reconstructing the human’s
substantial motion toward truth. Methodologically, it employs an analytical-critical design, combining
interpretive analysis of Sadrian philosophical and theological texts with empirical data and case studies
drawn from the domains of health, politics, and religion. The findings indicate that ta‘dhir in the networked
world is not merely a psychological or technological phenomenon but a socio-epistemic condition arising
from a deficiency in existential education and the obstruction of the path toward the unity of the intellect
and the intelligible. Based on the principles of Transcendent Theosophy (Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliya), restoring
the capacity for truth-acceptance requires reform on three levels: purification of the soul and rational
cultivation, enhancement of philosophical-media literacy for critical engagement with competing
narratives, and establishment of epistemic and institutional mechanisms within the networked lifeworld.
This interdisciplinary framework opens new horizons for the philosophy of religion and the reconstruction
of faith-based rationality in confronting contemporary epistemological and ontological crises.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

Truth-receptivity and resistance to divine calling are core themes in religious thought and presented in
the Qur’an through the explanation of the conducts of past communities toward God’s messengers. In
classical exegesis, this resistant posture is labeled ta‘dhir—not as a merely individual or emotional
reaction, but as a socio-epistemic phenomenon rooted in ignorance, egocentrism, and existential
heedlessness. In today’s networked world, with the development of digital media and social platforms,
truth is frequently reshaped and simulated. Human beings become caught in layers of artificial
representations. This environment generates new forms of ta‘dhir that obstructs receptivity to revealed
truth and places the noetic life of persons under the sway of pseudo-truths and virtual realities.
Accordingly, this study aims to explain ta‘dhir as an epistemic barrier to truth-receptivity and to analyze
its contemporary manifestation in the networked world. Our guiding questions are: How can ta‘dhir be
clarified within the framework of Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah)? And in what ways
does the networked world reproduce this Qur’anic phenomenon today?

Methodology

This research employs an analytical-inferential method grounded in Qur’anic texts, classical tafsir, and
the metaphysical-epistemological principles of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy. The concept
of ta“dhir is first examined through relevant verses and authoritative commentaries. Building on Sadrian
principles—the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujid), gradation of being (tashkik al-wujiid), graded
levels of cognition, and substantial motion of the soul—the paper offers a philosophical account of
ta‘dhir. Subsequently, a comparative analysis engages contemporary features of the networked
environment to show how digital architectures intensify and reconfigure ta“‘dhir in the present.

Discussion

Qur’anic analysis portrays ta‘dhir as active resistance to truth fueled by excuse-making, arrogance, blind
imitation, and worldliness. Such resistance veils intellect and heart, disabling genuine apprehension.
Within Transcendent Philosophy, truth is ontological and hierarchical; the human being must ascend
from lower cognitive stages toward higher rational and intuitive awareness through the soul’s substantial
motion. Ta“dhir halts this ascent and produces epistemic closure. In the networked world, ta“dhir appears
with new contours. Rather than presenting reality as it is, digital networks mediate truth through
simulations and relativized representations. The ceaseless production of data and the accumulation of
conflicting information trap the mind in self-referential echo cycles, distancing it from encounter with a
single, stable truth. This is the modern form of ta‘dhir: not mere simple ignorance, but a volitional and
systemic denial of truth through attachment to manufactured realities. From a Sadrian standpoint, this
denial signals a fall into lower modes of existence and deprivation from true cognition.

Conclusion

Findings indicate that ta‘dhir is a deep socio-epistemic phenomenon that recurs throughout human
history and reappears in the digital era with heightened complexity. By constructing virtual truths and
novel cognitive veils, the networked world holds the human subject at a level of awareness that blocks
vertical noetic ascent and proximity to the divine. On Sadrian grounds, liberation from this condition
requires returning to the primacy of existence, purifying cognition, and passing beyond sense and
imagination to rational and intuitive intellection. The study concludes that ta‘dhir in the networked world
functions as a barrier to truth-receptivity and a driver of existential decline. Transcendent Philosophy
provides a coherent ontological-epistemological framework for diagnosing this crisis and charting a
pathway beyond it. In short, only by recognizing ta‘dhir as both an epistemic and ontological
challenge—and by rebuilding our noetic stance through Sadrian principles—can the contemporary
subject recover a proper relation to Truth and traverse the modern veils that obscure it.
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