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Abstract

Among the influential factors shaping exegetes’ engagement with Qur’anic verses—especially those related
to divine attributes—are their theological presuppositions. This study aims to examine, through a
comparative approach, the impact of theological perspectives on the interpretation of the Qur’an by
analyzing the understanding of prominent exegetes from various interpretive schools regarding the
vocabulary within the semantic field of “Being with God” (inda Allah) in the Qur’an. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the research investigates key tafsir works from both Sunni and Shi‘i
traditions across different historical periods. The findings indicate that exegetes’ theological orientations
play a decisive role in their conceptual explanation of Qur’anic terms. Those who emphasize the
transcendence (tanzih) of God from corporeal attributes tend toward allegorical (ta’wili) interpretations,
whereas others, focusing on the literal expression of the text, present more sensory-oriented understandings.
With regard to the vocabulary of “Being with God,” while most exegetes agree on negating spatiality and
emphasize a conceptual proximity, a wide range of interpretations exists—from literalist Salafi readings
without recourse to ta’wil, to philosophical interpretations grounded in ontological gradation (tashkik) and
even the unity of existence (wahdat al-wujud). This spectrum highlights the profound influence of
theological presuppositions on the hermeneutical process.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

Qur’anic exegesis ostensibly relies on the wording and linguistic structure of the verses; however, in
practice, it is significantly influenced by the mental presuppositions and theological orientations of the
exegetes. One of the most illustrative areas of this influence is the interpretation of verses related to
divine attributes. Within this context, the vocabulary within the semantic domain of “nearness to God”
has been a subject of considerable debate and reflection among scholars. These terms appear in the
Qur’an in three forms—‘inda, ladun, and laday—and have elicited diverse interpretations. Some
exegetes consider them indicative of spiritual proximity and honor, others as markers of exclusivity, and
yet others relate them to divine knowledge, power, or judgment. Analysis of these differing viewpoints
suggests that many of these discrepancies are rooted in the theological foundations and doctrinal
presuppositions of the interpreters. Accordingly, this study examines the influence of theological
presuppositions of selected prominent Qur’anic commentators with varying exegetical orientations,
particularly regarding the vocabulary within the semantic domain of “nearness to God.” The main
research questions can be stated as follows:

1. From the perspective of leading exegetes across different interpretive orientations, how can the
meaning of terms in the semantic domain of “nearness to God” be ascribed in relation to God?

2. How do the theological orientations and presuppositions of exegetes influence their interpretive
exposition, especially regarding the vocabulary in this semantic domain?

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on library research. Relevant exegetical
sources reflecting diverse theological orientations were collected and then comparatively analyzed to
clarify the role of doctrinal presuppositions in elucidating the concepts within the semantic domain of
“nearness to God.” To provide a comprehensive overview, a selection of prominent Qur’anic
commentaries from various historical periods was examined, including Jami® al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-
Qur’an (al-Tabari), Al-Tibyan (al-Shaykh al-Tusi), Al-Kashshaf (al-Zamakhshari), Majma“ al-Bayan
(al-Tabarsi), Mafatih al-Ghayb (Fakhr al-Razi), Tafsir (Ibn Arabi), Al-Jami‘ li Ahkam al-Qur’an (al-
Qurtubi), Anwar al-Tanzil wa Asrar al-Ta’wil (al-Baydawi), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Karim (Mulla Sadra),
Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (Ibn Ashur), Mahasin al-Ta’wil (Qasemi), Tafsir (al-Maraghi), Fi Zilal al-
Qur’an (Sayyid Qutb), Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an (Allameh Tabataba’i), Min Wabhi al-Qur’an (Sayyid
Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah), and Tasnim (Jawadi Amoli). These commentaries were selected due to
their comprehensiveness, representation of theological perspectives across Islamic schools of thought,
and analytical depth.

Discussion

The study first introduces various theological orientations, including Ash ‘arism, Mu ‘tazilism, Salafism,
Twelver Shi‘ism, philosophical approaches, and Sufi mysticism, outlining the interpretive features and
key representatives of each. Subsequently, their views on the vocabulary within the semantic domain of
“nearness to God” are examined. The general perspectives of these orientations can be categorized into
eight themes: special honor and proximity, exclusivity, absolute divine knowledge and power, divine
judgment and legislative decrees, emphasis on the futility of relying solely on natural causes, presence
before divine essence or attributes, realization, affirmation, and guarantee of divine promises, and the
meaning of “fi” (in).

While some interpretations are shared across theological orientations, others differ according to the
exegetes’ doctrinal presuppositions.

Conclusion
The findings of this study, based on the research questions, are as follows:

1. Analysis of the perspectives of leading exegetes from different interpretive orientations shows that
the vocabulary within the semantic domain of “nearness to God” in the Qur’an encompasses multiple
semantic potentials, including “spiritual proximity and honor,” “exclusivity,” “absolute divine
knowledge and power,” “divine judgment and legislative decrees,” and more. Exegetes emphasize
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specific meanings depending on the context of the verse; however, jurisprudential differences prevent
generalizing a single interpretation to all instances.

2. The theological orientations and doctrinal presuppositions of the exegetes exert a direct influence
on the interpretation of the semantic domain of “nearness to God.” For example, Ash‘arites adopt a
moderate approach, highlighting concepts such as “proximity and honor” and “exclusivity,” whereas
Twelver Shi‘ites, emphasizing the reality of divine attributes and essence, stress “proximity and
honorary rank” along with other monotheistic concepts. Mu‘tazilites, guided by rationalism and denial
of corporeality, provide a rational interpretation, while Salafis adhere largely to the apparent, literal
meaning. Mystical and philosophical interpreters, based on their specific ontological frameworks,
particularly interpret “divine proximity” in terms of intuitive witnessing, annihilation (fana’), or
immediate knowledge. Although some interpretations appear superficially similar, a closer analysis
reveals fundamental differences. Notably, despite these theological divergences, most exegetes share
the rejection of any spatial localization of God.
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