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Abstract

Like Ibn Sina, Rajab-Ali Tabrizi emphasized the connection of the mind with the object. As a New-
Peripatetic sage who greatly improved the Neo-Peripatetic rules and literature to evaluate his
contemporaries' new opinions, among other things, he believed in the harmony between “common linguistic
structures” and rational topics. One of the important elements of this theory in Tabrizi's teachings is the
denial of “conventional realities” in philosophy. The present research explains Hakim Tabrizi's point of
view on the issue of inferring ontological bases from linguistics and the importance of evaluating the reasons
and problems related to them. The method used in this research combines explanation and critical analysis.
The research findings show that Tabrizi's point of view about the use of common language structures in the
framework of his thinking cannot be refuted, and at least it is acceptable as a basic principle in Tabrizi's
Neo-Peripatetic school. Also, his remarkable analysis of the meaning of self-restraint is very important.
However, the limits and loopholes of his view in negating conventional concepts are ambiguous because he
needed to differentiate between philosophical second-order reasoning and logical second-order reasoning.

Keywords: Rajab-Ali Tabrizi, Common Linguistic Structures, Ontological Foundations,
Nafs al-Amr [Things as They Are], Conventional Concepts, Philosophical
Credentials

Received: 2024/11/20; Revision: 2025/03/08; Accepted: 2025/03/11; Published online: 2025/05/13

® Hedayatafza, M. & Anvari, S. (2025). The Relationship between Linguistic Structures and Philosophical Truths in Rajab-
Ali Tabrizi's Neo-Peripatetic School. Journal of Religious Thought, 25(2), 71-85.

doi https://doi.org/10.22099/jrt.2025.51733.3147

[ Copyright © The Author

El

This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 | https:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


mailto:mahmudhedayatafza@yahoo.com
mailto:saeed.anvari@atu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22099/jrt.2025.51733.3147
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8874-210X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9402-880X
https://doi.org/10.22099/jrt.2025.51733.3147

72 Journal of Religious Thought, Vol. 25, No. 2, 2025.

Introduction & Problem Statement
Like Ibn Sina, Rajab-Ali Tabrizi emphasized the connection of the mind with the object. As a Neo-
Peripatetic sage who greatly improved the Neo-Peripatetic rules and literature to evaluate his
contemporaries' new opinions, among other things, he believed in the harmony between “common
linguistic structures” and rational topics. One of the important elements of this theory in Tabrizi's
teachings is the denial of “conventional concepts” in philosophy and wisdom.

This study explains and analyzes Rajab-Ali Tabrizi’s views on deriving ontological foundations from
shared linguistic structures and his rejection of conventional concepts. In pursuit of this goal, it addresses
the following fundamental questions regarding the epistemological views of Tabrizi’s Neo-Peripatetic
school:

1. According to Tabrizi, what are the conditions for relying on linguistic structures in rational
arguments?

2. How are the arguments supporting the theory of “deriving ontological foundations from linguistic
discourse” evaluated in Tabrizi’s works?

3. Can the theory of “linguistic structures” be refuted based on Mulla Sadra’s principles?

4. Does Tabrizi consider all philosophical concepts original and corresponding to objective reality?

5. How is the well-known maxim "Were it not for conventional considerations, wisdom would be
invalidated" (law la al-i tibarat la-batalat al-hikma) interpreted, given his rejection of conventional
concepts?

Methodology
The present research tries to explain Hakim Tabrizi's point of view on the issue of inferring ontological
bases from the linguistic dialect and the importance of evaluating the reasons and problems related to
them. The method used in this research combines explanation and critical analysis.

Discussion

Rajab-Ali Tabrizi believed that linguistic structures specific to particular ethnic or racial groups are
often conventional, based on incomplete or partial perspectives, and may represent deviations or
distortions of the original language. However, he also observed that certain linguistic structures are
shared across all languages and cultures, which cannot be dismissed as mere conventions or products of
personal preferences. Unless distorted by specific conventions or metaphorical usage, these universal
structures generally correspond to objective realities and truths of nafs al-amr [things as they are].

To clarify his view, Tabrizi divided linguistic discourse into two categories:

1. Specific Linguistic Structures: Some terms and usages are limited to a single community or a few
human groups. Such usages do not necessarily reflect external reality or align with nafs al-amr—they
may or may not correspond to truth. Since we cannot be certain of their affirmative judgments, their use
in philosophical discourse is not justified.

2. General Linguistic Structures: When terms and their syntactic structures in declarative sentences
are similar across diverse societies and nations, such usages often align with objective realities and truths
of nafs al-amr [things as they are], reflecting relationships among entities in the external world.
Therefore, deriving ontological rules or judgments from them is beneficial in rational discourse. Tabrizi
argue that these structures usually indicate truths of nafs al-amr. The authenticity of shared linguistic
structures is presupposed based on revelation or consensus unless evidence of deviation from their
original form is found.

Conclusion
1. The research findings show that Tabrizi's point of view about the use of common language structures
in the framework of his thinking cannot be refuted, and at least it is acceptable as a basic principle in
Tabrizi's Neo-Prepatetic school. Also, his remarkable analysis of the meaning of self-restraint is very
important. However, the limits and loopholes of his view in negating conventional concepts remain
unresolved as he needed to differentiate between philosophical second-order reasoning and logical
second-order reasoning.
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2. Although some ambiguities stay with Tabrizi's theory on shared linguistic structures, there are no
convincing reasons to reject or invalidate it. The Achilles' heel of the theory of “deriving rational
foundations from shared linguistic structures” lies in its application to contentious philosophical issues,
as many terms in metaphysical discussions are specific conventions established among groups of
philosophers. For other linguistic structures, one must rely on incomplete induction.

3. Tabrizi's linguistic theory reveals that other thinkers, consciously or unconsciously, have used
linguistic structures to justify metaphysical propositions. Interestingly, Mulla Sadra’s system exhibits a
dual approach: in explaining ideas like the gradation of existence, he values linguistic structures, while
in other issues like “existence and quiddity,” he opposes them. Thus, given Sadra’s inconsistent stance,
Tabrizi’s explicit and coherent view on linguistic function gains greater scientific credibility.

4. Tabrizi does not conflate nafs al-amr with the external world or the realm of the mind. He provides
a nuanced distinction: nafs al-amr for objective realities pertains to the external world, while mental
constructs like beliefs refer to subjective forms. This leads to his rejection of conventional concepts in
philosophy. He regards no philosophical concept as lacking an external referent and at least denies
“second-order philosophical concepts.” However, his stance on second-order logical concepts remains
unclear, and he may not have acknowledged such a distinction.

5. Despite rejecting “conventional concepts,” Tabrizi does not oppose the term “conventional”
(i‘tibar?) itself. He interprets the maxim “Were it not for conventional considerations, wisdom would be
invalidated” as referring to the mental consideration of one objective aspect of a subject. In his view,
every external entity comprises multiple objective aspects, but only one aspect is considered in
philosophical discussions. Later proponents of conventional concepts distorted the maxim's meaning,
equating it with purely conventional terms, whereas its correct interpretation aligns with the objective
grounding of philosophical concepts.
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