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Abstract

based on textual evidence, Richard M. Frank argues that in the ontology of Abii Hashim al-Jubba't (d. 321
AH), the ontological order of states [ahwal] is distinct from that of entities /dhawat] (including essences
[jawahir] and accidents [a ‘rad]). The existence of dhawat is explained using the term hudiith [coming to be];
thus, jawahir and a ‘rad are either muhdath and existent or yasihh al-hudiith and non-existent. However, the
existence of ahiwal is explained using the term tajaddud [becoming]; thus, ahwal are either mutajaddid or
ghayr mutajaddid. Frank claims that tajaddud is more general than hudiith, meaning not every mutajaddid
is an existent muhdath, nor is every ghayr mutajaddid a non-existent yasihh al-hudiith. Therefore, ahwal are
“neither existent nor non-existent.” This study shows that Frank's argument relies on three pieces of
evidence, none of which substantiate his view. One pertains to the ahwal in Abii al-Husayn al-Basri’s
thought, which differs from Abi Hashim’s. In the other two, the term tajaddud alongside ahwal does not
aim to explain their ontology. Moreover, Frank’s interpretation requires Abii Hashim to include yasihh al-
hudiith within mutajaddid entities that are not muhdath. Yet, neither mutajaddid hal nor sifah [attribute] is
ever attributed to non-existent entities in his followers' texts.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

The ontology of “Ahwal” in the thought of Abii Hashim al-Jubba’t (d. 321 AH), given the claim that
“Ahwal are neither existent nor non-existent,” remains an enduring puzzle within the history of Kalam.
In his seminal article, “Abu Hashim's theory of 'states": Its structure and function,” Richard M. Frank
criticizes previous historical interpretations and clearly rejects the view that 4bii Hashim considered
Ahwal as occupying an “intermediate position between existence and non-existence.” Frank proposes
instead that Abit Hashim'’s followers utilized the term "fajaddud" rather than "hudiith" to articulate the
ontology of Ahwal. According to Frank, "tajaddud" is a more general term than "hudiith"; thus, entities
explained by "hudiith," such as jawahir and a rad, are classified either as actually existent or as non-
existent possibles (ma ‘ditm yasihhu I-hudiith). In contrast, entities defined by "tajaddud", namely Ahwal,
fall into a broader category, described as either "mutajaddid" or "ghayr mutajaddid".

Methodology
This study conducts a critical and analytical review of Richard Frank’s arguments, employing textual
analysis to evaluate Frank’s interpretation. The methodology involves a careful examination of primary
Kalam texts, detailed scrutiny of Frank’s references, and logical argumentation to assess the consistency
and validity of his conclusions.

Discussion

Frank notes the linguistic challenges in English associated with distinguishing "tajaddud" from "hudiith"
due to inherent implications of existence in terms denoting "becoming." He suggests using "being" and
"existence" for "wujud", "coming-to-be" for "hudiith", and "becoming" for "tajaddud". Frank's analysis
has significantly influenced subsequent historical and metaphysical studies. Thiele (2018), for instance,
uses Frank’s interpretation to delineate Abii Hashim’s theory from certain Ash‘arite adaptations, while
Zolghadr (2022) employs Frank’s views to examine parallels with specific truthmaker theories. In
contrast, Alami (2001) provides a critique, but its relevance is limited due to reliance on the outdated
view of 4hwal as an intermediary between existence and non-existence.

In the present research, Frank’s ontological claims regarding Ahwal are summarized into a structured
argument comprising key premises and deductions:

1. Ontology of entities (jawhar and ‘arad) explicated by the term hudiith.

2. Ontology of 4hwal explained by the term tajaddud.

3. Huduth defined as tajaddud al-wujiid, making an existent entity (al-mawjiud al-muhdath)

mutajaddid al-wujiid.

4. Ma ‘dum (non-existent entity) denotes ma yasihhu hudiithuhu, meaning an entity whose tajaddud

al-wujid is possible.

5. From premises 1, 2, and 3, tajaddud emerges as a broader term than hudiith, allowing entities to

be mutajaddid without being mutajaddid al-wujiid. Thus, the ontology of Ahwal is mutajaddid

without being existent as muhdath.

6. From premises 1, 2, and 4, the non-being of Ahwal differs from ma ‘diim since neither tajaddud al-

wujiid nor hudiith is applicable to Ahwal.

Conclusion
The evaluation proceeded in two phases. Initially, it revealed that Frank's argument relies on three
textual references, none adequately substantiating his interpretation. Particularly, one crucial reference
pertains to Abii al-Husayn al-Basrt (d. 436 AH), whose use of Ahwal significantly diverges from that of
Abii Hashim. The remaining two sources also fail to clarify tajaddud as a primary ontological descriptor
for Ahwal. Subsequently, logical reasoning demonstrates that explicating Ahwal’s ontology through
tajaddud contradicts Abii Hashim’s foundational views on ma ‘dim yasihhu [-hudith. Frank’s
interpretation, implying that at least one hal is mutajaddid for "al-ma ‘dum", directly opposes Abii
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Hashim’s explicit stance. According to Abii Hashim and his adherents, tajaddud and mutajaddid Ahwal
exclusively characterize "al-mawyjid al-muhdath", and thus, no mutajaddid hal pertains to the ma ‘diam.
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