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Abstract

The concept of bodily resurrection has historically served as a pivotal topic among Muslim theologians and
philosophers. Drawing upon certain explicit meanings derived from Quranic verses and selected traditions,
theologians and advocates of the School of Segregation [between Reason and Revelation] (Maktab-i Tafkik)
assert that the resurrection of the body is elemental in nature. A significant subset of verses referenced by
these theologians and proponents to support their claim that the posthumous body is elemental and of the
same essence as the earthly body pertains to those discussing “resurrection from the grave.” At first glance,
these verses appear to challenge the notion of imaginal resurrection as articulated by Sadra, suggesting that
individuals will ultimately rise from their graves to enter the afterlife. The interpretation of “resurrection
from the grave” by theologians and proponents of the School of Segregation denotes an “elemental body.”
They contend that what transcends into the afterlife is a human being who has reverted to an elemental
form, thereby gaining access to the realm of the afterlife.

This article adopts a descriptive and analytical approach, focusing solely on the apparent meanings of the
Holy Quran, engaging in an interpretive methodology that examines the Quran through its own texts. It
criticizes and analyzes the theories posited by both the theologians and the School of Segregation, while
concurrently evaluating Sadra’s philosophical framework. Ultimately, the findings indicate that Sadra’s
interpretation regarding the concept of the grave, as well as his understanding of the verses pertaining to
resurrection from the grave, is more congruent with the apparent meanings of the Holy Quran. In contrast,
the theories advanced by the theologians and the School of Segregation not only fail to align with the explicit
meanings of the verses but also diverge from them, resulting in interpretations that lack a solid foundation.
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Introduction and Problem Statement
The question of resurrection and life after death constitutes one of the fundamental questions before
humanity, occupying a position of exceptional importance in the Noble Quran. Due to its inherent
complexities and difficulties, matters pertaining to resurrection have historically been a point of
contention among philosophers and theologians. Various scholars in the Islamic world have endeavored
to present logical explanations of resurrection doctrines that align, in their view, with both the apparent
meanings of the Quran and traditions, while maintaining internal coherence. The scope of discussions
surrounding Quranic resurrection is vast. This article focuses specifically on a category of Quranic
verses addressing the "grave" and "emergence from the grave", critically evaluating the diverse theories
proposed for their interpretation. The Quran contains numerous verses indicating that humans will
emerge from their graves. Throughout history, theologians have argued that these verses collectively
demonstrate humanity's eventual emergence from the graves as the divine promises, with what emerges
being physical human bodies. Since lifeless bodies lack perception, this necessitates the soul's return to
animate the body for its emergence.
The Tafkik school, following mainstream theologians, maintains that these Quranic verses plainly
indicate that what emerges from graves are material human bodies. Consequently, they argue, these
apparent meanings substantiate elemental bodily resurrection, directly contradicting Mulla Sadra's
theory of imaginal resurrection. The Tatkikis further accuse Sadra of transgressing Quranic apparent
meanings through unwarranted allegorical interpretation.
This article evaluates these recurrent claims by the Tafkik school in contemporary debates on the
question of resurrection. The author contends that Mulla Sadra not only respects Quranic apparent
meanings but rigorously adheres to them. Conversely, rival theories are shown to both deviate from
Quranic texts (nusis) and distort Quranic resurrection concepts by imposing extrinsic assumptions onto
the revelation.

Methodology

The present study utilizes the descriptive-analytical method.

Discussion
A comprehensive analysis of the perspectives held by theologians and the Tafkik school reveals the
following doctrinal position: In fulfillment of His divine promise, God will resurrect humans from their
graves. Since they interpret 'grave' literally as an earthly, material pit in the natural world, it necessarily
follows that what emerges is the physical human body (jism). Upon reuniting with this very material
body, the soul will be resurrected and enter the realm of the Hereafter.
In this article, we have critically examined this view and raised eight objections to it. Mulla Sadra has
provided a profound explanation of the nature and identity of the grave. In his al-Shawahid al-
Rubiibiyya, Sadra begins his exposition by drawing an analogy with speech (kalam).
Sadra delineates four distinct levels of existence for speech:
The life of respiratory extension (hayat imtidad tanafust) - the physical breath carrying words
The life of sound (hayat sawti) - the audible manifestation
The life of meaning (hayat ma‘nawT) - the conceptual content
The life of wisdom (hayat hikmi) - the profound intellectual realization
When a speaker utters words, these verbal expressions enter the listener's inner being through auditory
perception. The listener first comprehends them as particular mental images in the imagination, which
then transfer to the intellect.
Sadra classifies the manifest aspects - breath and sound originating from the speaker - as two worldly
lives (hayat dunyawiyya). On the listener's side, the meaning first takes form as particular images in the
imagination (khayal), then through deeper comprehension and intellectual apprehension, penetrating the
listener's soul. These hidden, internalized dimensions that undergo refinement are termed two
otherworldly lives.
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Thus, the imaginative faculty and intellectual faculty serve as the "grave" of speech. The speech
transitions from the speaker's external manifestation to the listener's inner being. This "grave" may either
be:

A pit of fire, if the listener's cognitive faculties are contaminated with impurities

A garden from the gardens of Paradise, if the faculties are pure and luminous.

By this analogy, as composite beings possessing multiple faculties, humans have four levels of
existence:

1-2. Two worldly lives:

* Vegetative life (hayat nabati)

* Animal life (hayat hayawant)

3-4. Two otherworldly lives:

* Rational life (hayat nutq)

» Sacred life (hayat qudsT)

Each of these four existences has its corresponding "grave." Therefore, Sadra maintains that humans
have hierarchical stations, and correspondingly, the grave possesses degrees. He distinguishes between
two concepts: first, the metaphorical grave, namely the physical burial pit in conventional usage, which
doesn't constitute human reality. second, the true grave: The barzakh (intermediate realm) where the
soul resides, serving as its covering. This sophisticated framework demonstrates Sadra's ontological
gradation of existence and his nuanced understanding of resurrection that transcends literal
interpretations while remaining firmly rooted in Quranic principles

Conclusion
According to the theologians' interpretation, "the grave" refers to earthen pits dug for burying dead
bodies, and what emerges from the graves during resurrection are human bodies. However, this view
neither aligns with the apparent meanings of the verses about emergence from graves, nor is it consistent
with the literal meanings of other Quranic verses.
Mulla Sadra interprets "the grave" as referring to the Barzakh. This interpretation not only does not
contradict the apparent meanings of Quranic verses, but it is also in complete harmony with numerous
verses and traditions.
The Quranic concept of resurrection faces a series of questions, complexities and ambiguities.
Throughout history, various thinkers have sought to resolve these complexities. Mulla Sadra achieved
remarkable success in explaining resurrection doctrines and advanced the understanding of resurrection
verses by several crucial steps. The author does not claim complete identity between Sadra’s imaginal
resurrection and Quranic resurrection, but there is perfect harmony between the two. However, there
exists a significant gap between what the theologians have proposed and what is understood from the
apparent meanings of the Quran.
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