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Abstract

Human beings know God in two different ways. One is conceptual knowledge and the other is Intuitive
knowledge. In conceptual knowledge, humanity gains indirect knowledge of God through forms and
concepts; but in Intuitive knowledge, he/she is connected to the objective existence of God; in the latter case,
there is no intermediary standing between him/her and God. In this type of knowledge, God appears and
manifests in him/her to the extent of humanity's existential capacity. Although Intuitive knowledge is
innately and potentially deposited in human beings ipseity whereas weak degrees of it are available to some
people, it is very burdensome to actualize and develop the more intense and complete stages is very difficult
and exhausting: the higher it goes, the harder it becomes to achieve. The Intuitive knowledge of God has
several levels, and at the higher levels, human beings can attain nearness to God and even annihilation in
God. The rarity of such a status and knowledge have caused doubts about the possibility of its occurrence.
Therefore, the most important question one can raise about the intuitive knowledge of God is how can one
prove and analyze the possibility and quality of the occurrence of such a position and knowledge using
philosophical method and reasoning? In the following article, with the help of a descriptive analytical
method and some philosophical principles of transcendental philosophy, such as ""the absolute existential
dependence of the effect on the cause," inspired by verses and narrations, we will prove and analyze the
process of the occurrence of intuitive knowledge of God.
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Introduction and Problem Statement

The highest happiness of human beings in this world and the hereafter is the intuitive understanding of
God. Although the intuitive understanding of God is innately and potentially deposited in the
constitution of all humans and weak degrees of it are possible and accessible to some humans, it is very
difficult to actualize and flourish it. The intuitive knowledge of God has several levels, and at the higher
levels, a person can attain closeness to God and even annihilation in God. The rarity of such a position
and knowledge have led to doubts about the possibility of its realization. The main issue of the present
research is whether the possibility and quality of realizing such a position and knowledge can be proven
and analyzed using a philosophical-rational method?

Methodology
To achieve the intended purpose and aim of this research, the analytical-descriptive method has been
used. In this regard, utilizing Mulla Sadra's methodology, we have benefitted from the achievements of
early thinkers and philosophers as well as Quranic verses and hadith literature in the analysis of
materials. When it comes to the realm of judgment, we have answered the main research question only
through rational and logical reasoning.

Discussion

According to detailed and deep philosophical research and the clarification of verses and narrations,
humanity can know God in two ways: one is conceptual knowledge and the other is intuitive or present
knowledge. In conceptual knowledge, a human being gains indirect knowledge of God through forms
and concepts; but in intuitive knowledge, humanity is connected to the objective existence of God.
Although through conceptual knowledge, a human being also achieves a degree of knowledge of God
(and if one uses valid rational reasoning, one can even reach certain knowledge), it should not be
forgotten that the concepts indicating the Supreme Being and His perfections are neither the God’s
ipseity nor a true reflection of Him; rather, they are created and processed by the human mind; Therefore,
Imam Muhammad Bagqir (AS) says: “Everything you recognize in your own imagination, in its most
precise meanings, is created, like yourself, which returns to yourself.” As that infallible Imam considers
the human conceptualizing intellect incapable of reaching the existence of God: “Just as God is hidden
from the eyes, He is also hidden from the intellect.” However, in intuitive knowledge, there is no
intermediary between human beings and God, and God appears and manifests in him/her to the extent
of one’s existential capacity.

Both in the works of philosophers, analyzed and proven, and in religious texts, it has been stated that
the way to reach the intuitive knowledge of God is the intuitive knowledge of the self (soul). The
tradition “Whoever knows his soul, knows his God” is quite famous in Sunni and Shiite hadith literature.
According to Ibn Arabi, the only way to know God is to know the self. As long as the worshipper is not
recognized, the worshipped is not recognized; through knowing the self, every human being finds their
true self in God. Inspired by the Qur’an and hadith, and using his philosophical principles and
foundations, Mulla Sadra has proven that Intuitive knowledge of the self is not only the path to intuitive
knowledge of God, but this knowledge is the same as intuitive knowledge of God. One of Mulla Sadra’s
most important masterpieces in transcendental philosophy is the precise analysis of the quality of the
relationship between the effect and the cause. In this analysis, the effect is the same as the connection,
belonging to the cause or as he puts it, the effect is in the “illuminational relation” with the cause. In
Mulla Sadra's books, this type of dependence of the effect on the cause is called “existential poverty” or
the “poverty of being.”

In a nutshell, the philosophical argument and analysis of the process of intuitive knowledge of God
is as follows: a) The existence of humanity is the same as the relation and belonging to the existence of
God; b) The existence of the soul is of the type of knowledge and awareness; c¢) Strengthening the
consciousness of the soul is accompanied by an intensification of the soul's existence; d) Intuitive
knowledge is the most intense knowledge; e) With the availability of conditions, a human being has a
conscious Intuitive knowledge of one’s essence (soul).
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Considering these premises: first, the effect lacks an aspect in itself and its existence is in otherness and
mere relation; second, the Intuitive understanding of the truth of the effect is realized only in the light
of the Intuitive understanding of the existence of the cause per se. Therefore, the Intuitive understanding
of the truth of the effect, which is mere relation, is the same as the Intuitive understanding of the reality
of the cause that is related to it.

Accordingly, human beings have Intuitive knowledge of God (who is related to them) through their

own Intuitive knowledge, and they can observe God to the extent of their existential capacity, which is
one’s spiritual clarity and perfection. The extent of one’s insight about God is proportional to the extent
of one’s self-awareness, and the extent of one’s self-awareness is proportional to the degree of one’s
spiritual perfection (purity and detachment from matter). To this extent, human beings can become the
object of the manifestation of God's attributes and reach a stage of knowledge of God where they see no
veil between themselves and God and attains the state of divine intimacy.
In his philosophical investigation of the intuitive knowledge, Mulla Sadra has been inspired by the
Qur’anic verses such as “...everything is perishable except His face..." [Q, 28: 88], “O mankind! You
are in need of God while He is free of need and praiseworthy” [Q, 35: 15] and also traditions and Prayers
such as: "Poverty is a dark stain on the face in both worlds" and " My God! Unite me with the light of
Your glory, which is more delightful than anything else, so that I may become a knower of You and turn
away from all else besides You" And "I recognized you through you, and you guided me to your
existence, and you called me to yourself, and if it were not for your guidance, I would not have known
who you are."

Conclusion
Although it is very difficult for a human being to reach the level of God's vision (indeed most people
find it highly unlikely), this exclusion should not make us consider such a position unattainable and
consider it merely a religious and mystical motto. Considering the Hadith "Whoever knows his soul,
knows his God" and also the philosophical principle of "the mere relationship of the effect to the cause",
the process of reaching this position and knowledge is analyzed and proven in transcendental
philosophy.
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