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Abstract

The unity of existence and the multiplicity of Essence is one of the ontological theories that always associated
with the name of Dawan, which is referred to as dhawq-ul-ta’alluh (tasting of divinisation/theosis).
According to this theory the truth of "existent" (al-wujiid) is considered to Wajib-ul-Wujid (God), but
"existent" (mawjiid) is more general than existent, and includes both God and all creatures. Dawani has
proposed and argued this theory in his numerous works. Philosophical and mystical works of the 9th, 10th,
and 11th centuries AH (15th-17th centuries CE) indicate that the "dhawq-ul-ta’alluh' was favored by many
philosophers and mystics. Some of them made exaggerated claims: this theory is accepted by all
philosophers. The question here is whether Dawani was innovative in presenting this theory, or he merely
revised the theory that was proposed before him? By examining the legacy of philosophers who preceded
Dawani, we find that this theory was the focus of some divine philosophers before him, and Dawani cannot
be considered the originator of this theory. Among the philosophers, '"Qutb-ul-Din al-Razi" considered to
be the main designer of this theory and attributing it to Dawani as a result of his high position in the
scholarly societies of that time and his great effort to explain this theory in his numerous works.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

After the formulation of the theory of the Unity of Being (wahdat al-wujiid) and the establishment of a
metaphysical system based on it by Muhyi al-Din ibn ‘Arabi, a number of philosophers—and even
theologians with mystical inclinations, as well as mystics with philosophical backgrounds—made
considerable efforts to provide rational arguments for the concept of the Unity of Being and to
demonstrate its compatibility with religious texts. Among such thinkers is Jalal al-Din Dawani (d. 908
AH/ 1502 CE). In his works, Dawani expresses great admiration for the mystics and pays close attention
to their terminology and ideas. At the same time, he insists that their statements should not be accepted
blindly or through mere imitation. The theory known as the “Unity of Being and the Multiplicity of
Beings,” (wahdat al-wujiid wa kathrat al-mawjid) attributed to Dawani and sometimes referred to as
the “tasting of divinisation/theosis” (dhawq al-ta’alluh) or the “Intuition of the Theosophers” (dhawq al-
muta’allihin), represents an intellectual effort to offer a rational explanation of the Unity of Being. From
a philosophical-historical perspective, it is important to examine whether Dawani was the originator of
this theory or merely its transmitter and interpreter. In this paper, I have sought to identify the true
architect of this doctrine.

Methodology
In the present article, following a precise exposition of Dawani’s position and its distinction from the
doctrine of wahdat al-wujiid (Unity of Being), an attempt is made—on the basis of a historical-
comparative analysis of texts and sources—to trace the origins of the theory of dhawq al-ta’alluh in the
works of pre-Dawani thinkers and to compare its various formulations. Through this comparative study
of the views and articulations of different philosophers, the developmental trajectory of the theory is
brought to light.

Discussion
According to the theory of dhawq al-ta alluh, being is a single, unified reality, while essences (mahiyyat)
become existent by their relation to Existence. This theory appears to represent an attempt to provide a
rational formulation of the mystical doctrine of the Unity of Being as held by the Sufis.
According to Dawani, the intellect abstracts existence (mawjidiyyah) from a concucted quiddity (al-
mahiyyat al-maj ila), and what validates this abstraction is the very attribution (intisab) of the quiddity
to the Reality of Being (hagiqat al-wujiidy—an attribution that is not something added to the quiddity
itself. In some of his statements, Dawani refers to this attribution as zuhir (“manifestation”). It should
therefore be noted that Dawani’s use of analogies such as the relationship between the sun and the
illuminated one (shams—mushammis), or iron and the blacksmith (hadid—haddad), is intended merely to
illustrate the permissibility of applying the term existent (mawyjiid) to quiddities due to their attribution
to the Reality of Being. This does not imply that existence is something superadded to quiddity.
Accordingly, Dawani’s use of these analogies should not be interpreted as indicating that he considers
this attribution to be something ontologically distinct from the quiddity—just as he affirms that the
application of the term existent to God is a true and genuine attribution.
The central focus of this article is to identify the origins of this theory and to examine whether Dawani
should be regarded as its originator or merely as its expositor. To this end, the writings of thinkers prior
to Dawani are analyzed in order to trace the development of the theory, with particular attention given
to its various formulations and articulations throughout the tradition.

Conclusion
more than two centuries before Dawani, the taste of divinisation doctrine was introduced by
Qutb al-Din al-Razi. However, what Razi presented was merely a preliminary and undeveloped
version of the theory. It was his student, Sayyid Sharif al-jurjani, who subjected it to critical
scrutiny and offered a more refined articulation.
In the third stage, Dawani provided a thorough reinterpretation of dhawq al-ta’alluh,
enriching it with the philosophical premise of the "The contingency of quiddity" (maj ‘iliyat al-
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mahiyya), thus producing a more robust and systematic account. The strength of this
formulation—particularly as developed by Dawani—was such that for nearly a century and a
half, the majority of philosophers embraced it, and many mystics regarded it as a rational proof
in support of the Sufi doctrine of the Unity of Being.

Nevertheless, both jurjani and Dawant acknowledged that dhawq al-ta’alluh is distinct from
the mystical conception of divine unity. It is worth noting that the fourth stage in the
development of the theory was initiated by Mirdamad, who offered yet another interpretation.
He argued that the Sufi notion of divine unity could only be rendered intelligible if it were
reinterpreted through the lens of dhawq al-ta’alluh. In contrast, Sadr al-Muta’allihin al-
Shirazi—who himself had once adhered to the theory—vigorously critiqued it and sought
instead to reestablish the Sufi conception of unity as the pinnacle of ontological thought.
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