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Abstract

The issue of “Tawassul” and its connection to “Shirk” is a matter
of disagreement between Shia and Sunni Muslims. This
disagreement, which stems from different theological bases and
perspectives, is evident in the interpretations of both groups. A group
of contemporary Sunni commentators have considered “Tawassul” to
be an explicit form of Shirk and have interpreted the Quranic verses
related to Tawassul in a way that is in line with their own intellectual
framework. Rashid Rida is one of the Sunni commentators who, in
his Tafsir al-Manar, extensively viewed the issue of “Tawassul” with
anegative and prohibitive perspective. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, in his
Tasnim commentary, has critically examined Rashid Rida's views on
Tawassul. The findings of this research indicate that Rashid Rida has
a biased view on the issue of “Tawassul” that stems from his
theological assumptions. He has tried to criticize the Shi'a practice of
seeking intercession through prophets and imams (Tawassul) by
presenting a false idea. In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, relying
on Quranic, narratorial, and rational foundations, has primarily
employed the method of "redefining key concepts" to clarify Rashid
Rida's confusion of concepts and fallacies. In contrast to Rashid Rida,
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli has removed Tawassul from the realm of
idolatry (Shirk) and distinguished pure monotheism from the rigid
monotheism of Rashid Rida and his like-minded individuals. From
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's perspective, Tawassul is alignment and
harmony with the system of creation and divine tradition. Ayatollah
Javadi Ameli's critiques of Rashid Rida on the issue of Tawassul are
of a fundamental nature, not merely structural.
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