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A critical reflection on “necessity in relation” theory
in explaining the nature of moral propositions and
solving the Is-Ought problem

Mohsen Ashrafianfar !  Mahdi Ganjvar 2

Abstract

According to the owners of the “necessity in relation” theory,
explaining the nature of moral propositions and solving Hume's
"Is-Ought" problem, are intertwined and addressing one, is the
same as addressing the other. This theory has been proposed in
order to achieve very important issues in ethics, such as
generality, certainty, realism, absolutism and having criteria for
evaluating the moral systems. Therefore, a critical look at this
theory is very important. The aim and purpose of this article is
to evaluate the “necessity in relation” theory, both in explaining
the nature of moral propositions and in solving Hume's
problem. The authors' approach has two stages: In the first
step, some foundations for evaluating a theory in solving the "Is-
Ought" problem are presented, and the second step involves
offering four critiques (based on the criteria presented in the
first step) addressing the ambiguities and foundations of this
theory. According to the authors of the article, there are four
criticisms on the “necessity in relation” theory: 1- Circularity
and infinite regress; 2. Incompatibility with deontology; 3.
Begging the question; and 4. Denial of moral intuitions. The
method used in this research is a descriptive-analytical
inferential and problem-oriented style.

Keywords: Necessary in relation to something else, The Is/Ought
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