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Theism and Gratuitous Evil
A Critique of Hasker’s Response to The Problem of Evil
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Abstract

An instance of evil is gratuitous if it is such that an omnipotent
being could have prevented it without thereby having prevented
the occurrence of some greater good. William Rowe believes that
the existence of gratuitous evil is a serious threat to theism.
Hasker opposes William Rowe's evidential argument from evil;
If God prevents all gratuitous evil, then significant morality is
impossible; Because if God were to prevent gratuitous evil, he
argues, we would come to know this. And, if we realized that God
would prevent any natural/moral evils which were not essential
to the realization of still greater goods, our motivation to act
morally would be reduced, if not eliminated entirely. As some
have pointed out, Hasker's strategy seems to be paradoxical; If
God must permit gratuitous evil in order to prevent greater goods
from being undermined (preventing the undermining of
morality), then it is odd to construe that evil as gratuitous. In this
article, Hasker's argument and some of its criticisms are
examined.
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16. class of gratuitous evils.
17. Particular instances.
18. overstocked.
19. critical level.
20. genuinely gratuitous evils.
21. ostensibly gratuitous evils.
22. pre-emptive prevention.
23. responsive prevention.
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