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Abstract

Paying attention to the types and levels of intellect as a means
of knowledge has been prominent in philosophy and mysticism for
centuries. In the meantime, Rumi has emphasized the position and
importance of intellect and the distinction of its types. Surveying
of Masnavi can reveal that there is a striking resemblance between
partial and general intellect and primary and secondary reflection
proposed by the French philosopher Gabriel Marcel. Marcel
distinguishes between two types of thinking; One is the primary
thinking that looks at issues and the other is the secondary
thinking that looks at mysteries. The present study has been done
in a descriptive-comparative manner and the results show that
Rumi and Marcel, through two different perspectives, the first
mystical and the second philosophical, have realized that
transcendental truths can be obtained through experience and
intuition, can be realized through confrontation and ultimately,
they are unveiled by astonishing knowledge. The two types of
divisions for knowledge have moral effects and results. In this
regard, Marcel's goal is the same moral and spiritual functions,
but for Rumi, the goal is to reach and join the truth, and moral
action in the path of knowledge towards transcendent is a means
to achieve this truth. In these divisions, Rumi and Marcel criticize
philosophers for their use of material means to understand the
transcendental; however, regarding the transcendental affairs,
Rumi believes that in the mystic path, one should resort to an old
man to reach knowledge; but the same is not found in Marcel's
thought as a philosopher.
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