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Its Nature and Implications for the Unreality of Time
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Abstract

Investigations about time have been central to metaphysical
inquiries. J.M.E McTaggart, the English philosopher of the early
20th century, argued for the unreality of time. He constructed
two conceptual frameworks: A-series — “past”, “present” and
“future” being its main concepts — and B-series — “earlier”,
“simultaneous” and “later” being its main concepts — and
asserted that time being real requires events to form an A-series.
McTaggart, then, argued that a vicious circle or regress is
inherent in the A-series. McTaggart’s paradox is the
contradiction appearing in each step of the regress. As
McTaggart’s paradox has been the subject of different
(mis)interpretations, this article presents a new exposition of its
structure by employing formal tools of modern temporal logic.
The assumption that the series A is real, leads to a contradiction
between different temporal descriptions of a single event. Tense
operators are applied to demonstrate how a vicious infinite
regress would entail the A-series. McTaggart’s paradox has
invoked much controversy and a relevant worthwhile
categorization is the second main contribution of this article.
Some of those believing in the reality of time has denied the
paradox’s alleged regress. Others among them have declared the
paradox genuine, though resorted to the B-series for the reality
of time. Meanwhile, some others have accepted McTaggart’s
argument in its totality, with the conclusion of the unreality of
time. Each camp is led by major philosophers, and their heated
discussions on McTaggart’s paradox are still continuing.
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4. British idealism
5. Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)

6. George Edward Moore (1873-1958)

7. McTaggart's Philosophy
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25. D.H. Mellor (1938-2020)

26. An Examination of McTaggart’s Philosophy
27. simultaneously

28. timelessly

29. successively

30. Arthur Prior (1914-1969)

Sl 4y bageasly s ) i 5] gliged (gys ansl ouiles adBlin sy 5 ol ays ol 4l ¥
.(Oaklander, 2002) .5« S

Ohrstrom and Hasle, 1995, ) . g1, 0 olfays ol sbiwl appsl, JYaxul gl XY
(p. 216

JUSI Sl o ol wlel> | The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam XY
5 €oole [l |, OUS 151 Sl idu s ubae slbiwl 5 (YF o A YVO « in b)) aasls L3I
(517 o AYAR (5 pdae) ol auils « Jlor | o] mlas

&b
P 5 dduds «lyoo (ganndd (o 135 aay e ((VYAY) Gaxs (g ksl ¢ ypecs Lail N
YY-v B A ‘50)L<uiv HY 50,90 “50){»1/
&S BUSs g godlwl (saauwdd oBays 5l Hley Comle? (VYY) ( edors dw o gize> Y
VY0V ao N (solods o Jiludd] pole uycto
QLA) uoyu’_dlj)...c gl;.)o u_;)lfl.u_g.;o JYM‘ A8 ‘(\Y’ﬁo() “-,’J.C ‘@bw LS VE 3] ‘).uooLau Y
M- ao MY o leds (00 Klas gy i ade lewgdy JYauul
pledl lhlacsl i o s i Ol (@, LTacgazes) LSl 5 Lo (VYY) ¢ e o s s F
JYawl )y g a) by Sopdliar (WWA4) caabls (Lils,d ¢ desase « plllone 0

A=) e AY 9 AR ‘50)L¢..i> ‘;L)J/.uo 5«(QLA} ués.u‘ssd‘j » u_;)lfl.lg_i.;o

Iy :Q‘)Qﬁ YO z UZJ’/;LC}A;_:@ (\YAR) (oD po & ydao

References
1. Abdollahi, Mohammad Ali and Farhanian, Fateme, (2005), “The
Metaphysics of Time”, Metaphysics, Volume 3, No. 11 & 12, pp. 1-16 [in
Farsi].

2. Ansarimehr, Roham and Shanazari, Jafar, (2012), “Time without the
Passage in Mulla Sadra's Philosophy”, Philosophy and Kalam, Vol. 51,
No. 1, pp. 7-24 [in Farsi].



WYY by Qay@.‘élsséjﬁj Y g oz 3,8 SUSG WSgoll

3. Broad, C. D., (1927 [1923]), Scientific Thought, London, Kegan Paul.

4. Broad, C. D., (1938) An Examination of McTaggart’s Philosophy,
Volume II, Part 1, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

5. Dummett, Michael, (1960), “A Defense of McTaggart’s Proof of the
Unreality of Time”, Philosophical Review, Vol. 69, No. 4, pp. 497-504.
Reprinted in his (1978) Truth and Other Enigmas, Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, pp. 351-357.

6. Geach, Peter, (1995), “Cambridge Philosophers IIl: McTaggart”,
Philosophy, Vol. 70, No. 274, pp. 567-579.

7. Hodjati, Seyyed Mohammad Ali, (1997), “The nature of Time viewed
from the perspectives of Islamic philosophers and McTaggart”, Modares,
No. 1, pp. 57-73 [in Farsi].

8. Ingthorsson, R. D., (2016), McTaggart's Paradox, New York and
London: Routledge.

9. Igbal, Mohammad, (1934), The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in
Islam, London: Oxford University Press.

10. Igbal, Muhammad, (1995), Speeches, Writings and Statements of Igbal,
Compiled and Edited by Latif Ahmed Sherwani, Lahore: Igbal Academy
Pakistan.

11. McTaggart, J. Ellis, (1908), “The Unreality of Time”, Mind (New
Series), Vol. 17, No. 68, pp. 457-74.

12. McTaggart, John McTaggart Ellis, (1927), The Nature of Existence,
vol. 2, ed. C. D. Broad, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

13. McTaggart, J. McT. Ellis, (1934), Philosophical Studies, ed. S.V.
Keeling, London: Edward Arnold & Co.

14. McTaggart, John McTaggart Ellis, (1968 [1921]), The Nature of
Existence, vol. 1, ed. C. D. Broad, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

15. Mellor, D.H., (1998), Real Time 11, London and New York: Routledge.

16. Moore, G.E., (1925), “Death of Dr. McTaggart”, Mind (New Series),
Vol. 34, No. 134, pp. 269-271.

17. Motahhari, Morteza, (2011), Collected Works, Vol. 25, Tehran: Sadra
[in Farsi].

18. Nyiri, Kristéf, (2010), “Hundred Years After: How McTaggart Became
a Thing of the Past”, in T. Czarnecki et al. (eds.), The Analytical Way:
Proceedings of the 6th European Congress of Analytic Philosophy,
London: College Publications, pp. 47—64.



AR SARAA Aeoojlods NFe e ol T Vo g0l als olKiils | Juo diuail dolilad VY
ol ) RR A S 09940 [ 2

19. Oaklander, L. Nathan, (2002), “McTaggart’s Paradox Defended”,
Metaphysica: International Journal for Ontology and Metaphysics,
Volume 3, Issue 1, pp. 11-25.

20. Ohrstrem, Peter, and Hasle, Per F. V., (1995), Temporal Logic: From
Ancient Ideas to Artificial Intelligence, Dordrecht, Boston and London:
Kluwer Academic Publishers.

21. Prior, Arthur, (1967), Past, Present and Future, Oxford: Clarendon
Press.

22. Russell, Bertrand, (1998), Autobiography, London and New York:
Routledge.

23. Shahmir, Saeedeh and Hossein Khani Ali, (2021), “McTaggart on the
Unreality of Time: Boghossian's Argument against Error-Theory”, Zehn,
Vol. 21, No. 81, pp. 91-116 [in Farsi].

24. Shariati, Ali, (1997), We and Igbal, Tehran: Elham. [in Farsi]

25. Zimmerman, Dean, (2011), “Presentism and the space-time manifold”
in Craig Callender (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Time,
Oxford University Press, pp. 163-244.



