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The Rule of Divine Attributes in History from the
Perspective of Nahj al-Balaghah
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Abstract

Divine Attributes and their reflection in the flowing of
history and its stages is one of the most important issues in the
theoretical philosophy of history that has attracted the attention
of philosophers of history. This issue has become doubly
important because it relates to human free will and the extent
and manner of his role in history. This article has tried to
examine the three attributes: "Lordship", "Knowledge" and
"Will" along with a description of the concept of "Fate and
Destiny'" (Ghadza' and Ghadar) based on the words of Amir al-
Mu'menin Ali (AS), especially in Nahj al-Balaghah, and besides
explaining the concept of their sovereignty over the history,
proves its incompatibility with determinism. The findings of this
study indicate that in the view of Amir al-Mo'menin Ali (AS), if
these attributes do not rule over the history, history will decline,
and since according to the teachings of Islamic revelation, the
free will of man, itself is one of the elements of historical events,
believing in the dominance of these attributes does not limit the
scope of human free will and formative authority.
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