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Ana Transcendent Wisdom: Common or Noble?
(Identifying the quiddity of the transcendental
heritage of Muslim sages)

Zahra Kalhor * Abdolali Shokr **
Abstract

Is Transcendent wisdom a specific feature of Sadra's
philosophy, or does it include ancient heritage and a more general
trend? An affirmative answer to the latter question is so
importance because it can adjoin Islamic philosophy to a
distinguished spiritual flow that leads to the identification of the
essential elements of Islamic philosophy; To this end, the authors
of the present research employ a historical, critical, deductive, and
linguistic analysis method, and in some cases a comparative
method, to explain and analyze the nature of Transcendent
Wisdom. They ultimately conclude that Transcendent Wisdom is
a general description of the Islamic Neoplatonic current that,
through Plotinus' emphasis on the transcendence of the soul and
the intellect, creates a specific spiritual tradition within the
philosophical and mystical schools of the Islamic world. This
tradition seeks truth not in theoretical discussions, but in the
transcendence of the soul from material and essential multiplicities
through spiritual exercises and the attainment of gnostic
knowledge of (fana) and (kashf). This apophatic knowledge, as the
interpretive, masculine, static, universal, and esoteric aspect of
divine revelation, together with the analogical, exegetical,
expressive, aesthetic, imaginative, cultural, and feminine aspects
of the appearance of the divine revelation, form a single whole that
manifests the Transcendent Perennial Wisdom.
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