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The appearance of Suhrawardi’s illuminative anthropology
in Aql-i surkh, Awaz-i par-i Jibrail, Risalai fT [1aqiqat al-‘ishq

Forugh Rahimpour'

Majid Tavoosi*

Abstract

In the writings of Shihab al-Din Yahya Suhrawardi, the Man
has a luminous reality and several advents in each World, one of
them the Purgatory, and this reality has different aspects and even
sometimes a different name in some of these Worlds. But by
neglecting the sensuous things, the salik (the man who is on this
path) forsakes the Purgatory and proceeds toward the World of
Ideas (Alam-i Mithal) and there, he forgathers his Perfect Nature
(Tiba-i Tamm or pre-eternal Self), and as his shepherd and the apex
of his perfection, it instructs him through the path, as it did from
the beginning. This is how the allegori-mystical writings of
Suhrawardi illuminate how the Man can live in various Worlds,
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how his sensual Self (al-ntr al-isfahbadi) relates to his body
(Sisiah), and how one can get liberated from Darkness ([ Julamat)
to join the Lights and, aided by the light of the knowledge (al-'ilm),
reach into his subsistence (baqa'). Based directly on the thoughts of
Suhrawardi in his writings, the present study will focus on his
theosophical views in three allegori-mystical works: ‘Aql-i surkh
(Red Intellect), Awaz-i par-i Jibrail (The Chant of Gabriel’s Wing),
and Risalat f1 [Jaqiqat al-‘ishq (Treatise on the Reality of Love).
His views in these works concern the Reality of Man, his place in
each World, the essence of Human Self and Perfect Nature, and the
permanence of conscience toward reaching the ultimate truth.

Keywords: Suhrawardi, anthropology, human self, Perfect
Nature, ‘Aql-i surkh, Awaz-i par-i Jibrail, Risalal fi [Jaqiqat al-
‘ishq
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